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[ Myoket forſake the Law praiſe the wicked , but ſuch,as keep the Law conterd with 
2 Prov, 28. i M 
” Int bear the ken of the whole matter, Fear God and keep his Colmandments, 
* for this s the whole duty of man, Ecclefſ. 12. 13. . w F) 
* The Sabbath was made for man , and not man for the Sabbath ; therefore the Son of * 
| man is Lord even of the Sabbath, Mark. 2. 27, 28. 
© Then ſhall I not be aſhamed when I have reſpe# to all thy Commandments, Plal.ng. 6. 
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SO ALL 


That truly fear the Lok », and 
tremble at his VV ord. 
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EST was not in the leaſt my purpoſe to expoſe 
the enſuing diſcours to publique view, but 
to communicate it onely to ſome private 
Chriſtian ſriends , as a reaſon of the hope 
PALS thatis in me, in relation to the Law of 
the Lord, T being in a good meaſure , ſenſible of my 
own weakneſs and unfitneſfPfor ſuch a work, but the 
Lord was pleaſed to bleſs theſe my weak endeavours 
with the ſucceſſes of conviGtion to ſome , and refreſh: 
ment to others of his dear ſervants, who were my en= 
Oagers ( after ſolemne waiting upon our Heavenly 
Fatber ) unto this , which 1 can truly ſay, 1 was dead 
unto; although 1 was and am perſwaded that the gates 
| THe! ball not prevail againſt the truth therein con- 

lained , but my weakneſs in the managem:nt of it was 

the great obſtruTion. But I am willing to nab after a 
| ikeweſs to Jeſus Chriſt, who made himſelf of no reputa= 
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The Fpiſtle. 


tion , and to learn of him who was meek and lowly in 
beart. 
I ame not ſo conceited to preſent this Treatiſe u 
thing that's rare or new , either to the Saints or Wor 
for if they will look about them , they may ſee this 
in a better dreſs and luſire; but it may be the tengy 
Lambs and Sucking -Fabes of Jeſus Chriſt may better, 
derſtand my ftammering tongue then thoſe that ſpe 
more diftindly , and thar's one main encouragemmthy 
me Ido profeſs in the preſence of him who trye: th 
heart ard reines 3 Light hath broak forth ſince 1 wn 
theſe papers about the Law in general, and the Sabha 
in particular : it being five or ſix months ſince they wen 
written , yt notwithſtanding I am now encouraged) 
the Lord Iiruſt, and by his people , (to ſpeak this _ 
houſe top which was ſpoken to me in ſecret, ) becauſe 
many of the Lords people are ſo deluded that they ba 
rejeed the Law of God , and live in a weekly pref 
zation of bis Holy Sabbath , thinking that Chri 
liſht the whole Law at his death,thoughChriſt utterly d+ 
ys it, and wou'd have none to harbour ſuch a though, 
Mart. 5. 17. aithough many of the men of this opinin 
may begood , yetit makernþeir error not one Jotetk 
better. For this flows from their carnality and oe 
their ſpirituality; for the carnal mind is not fubjef 
to the Law of God,neither indeed can be, Rom.8) 
But becauſe iruth ſprings np out of the earth, and right 
onſmeſs looks down ſrom Heaven , and the ancient bt 
wourable inſtitution of Jehovah now begins to ſhinewil 
ſuch clearneſs, that it cannot be razed ont of the tablt 
end therefore all is caſt away together , which is ad 
an invention as would not have been thought on by ms 
#y,l am certain if Sabbath Light had been conreght 
1 
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The Epiſtle. 
The two ancient inſtitutions of the Lord in Paradiſe 
were Mariage andthe Sabbath, both which are called 
andeſtcemed honorable, Hel. 13. 4. Marriage is ho» 
norable in all 5 44 in Iay 58. 13. the Sabbath is cal- 
ldthe Holy of the Lord, honorable; and Chriſt leads us 
to the beginning of them both , when the queſtion was 
phether men might put away their wives for every fanlt, 
the anſwer js , that Moſes did but ſuffer it to beſo, 
becauſe of the hardneſs of their hearts , but from 
thebeginning it was not ſo, Met. 19. 34,35-36,37- 
and when the Phariſees were ſo ignorant , that the 


— 


thought works of mercy were not to be done wpon the 
$ubbath day, Chriſt leads thews to tha firſt inſtitution of 
it, and tels thens it was made for main, Mark. 2.24,27. 
Jth theſe inſtitutions were made fot the good and bene- 
fite of man in his Paradiſe eſtate ,/ which 3s ſufficient 
progfe for their duration, Paul [4ith,that the man was 
not created for the woman, but the woman for the 
man, 1Cor. 11. 9. and our bleſſed Lord of the Sab- 
bath ſaith that the Sabbath was made for man, and 
wt wan for the Sabbath. 

Then Chriſtian be'\noble ſpirited and ſearch the Scri- 
piures with all reatlineſs of mind and with hearts lon- 
ging after truth, get as remote ffomearth and earthly 

N25 47 you can, and into the ſecret chamber of your 
beloved , and when y0u are the moſt tranſported from 
earth to heaven in near and cloſe communion with him, 
then try and judge by his word and ſpirit , weighing 
Scripture with Scripture in an equal ballance, and be 
a eaxtions in taking up objetions againſt this truth, 
4s you are of heing in the praiſe of it. Tix ſad to ſee, 
and that which wounds my ſpirit much , that perſons 
profeſſing godlineſs ſhould. be ſo inconſiderate as to 


catch- 


The Epiltle. 
cabch at any thing that comes next to hand, to fir 

at that which a differing Saint affiris 3s trath | with 
ous conſidering the weight of what # offered”, or whi« 
ther their-own 0bjeions lead them 5 I have ſeen mor 
gall and wormwood at the bottom of thoſe objefimg 
that have been made arainſt the Sabbath , then eve 1 
ſawin 1ny obje@ions againſt any other command, a 
even ſome Chriftians ate ſb weak, that all paſſes for cw. 
rant that flows from a man that's good , and able, bu 
where are i boſe virgin ſpirits that are redeemed ſtomth 
earth.and from among men that lay perſons intereſt; 6 
cnftores by, whileſt they judge between truth and ern 
wheres ever they ave, they are mer which wil follw'k 
Lamb when others ave left behind. They will not be of- 
frighted at the ſeventh day Sabbath, becauſe nicknamed, 
O+ called the "Jews Sabbath no more then they are at the 
God of the Jews 3 they will wo} refuſe to keep the $1þ 
bath berauſe 4 man' was ſtoned , any more thenthy 
will refuſe Jehovah to be their God, becauſe thi 
that worſhip ſtrange Gods were to be put to death : mi 
if they be told they go back to the Law , they can as 
ſwer , bleſſed are they that do' his Commande- 
ments, that they may have right tothe Treeof 
Life, and may enter in through the gate intothe 
City , when the breakers of the Law are left without 
Rev. 22. 14, 15. Do you therefore that fear the Lord 
and 1 hink upon bis name , lye down at his feet and) 
earneſtly for bjs [pirit to lead you into all truth, thit 


you may not kick, againſt the pricks in this chaſtiſing 


day , wherein the Lord is teaching his people ont of bi 
Law,ard fitting them for the Kingdom of glory,which 
is at the door. Now the Lord fr diſcovering every part 
and piece of Babylon , that the Saints may ow the 

etter 


The Epiſtle, 
better Diww to reward ber ;, but becauſe the Saints 
begin to own the Lord as King and Lw-giver , the 
Dragon is wroth , and knows that this will deſtroy 
bis Kingdom, and ſo would eedeavour to per/wade 

ons. that the. Law of God is aboliſhed , well 
vowgh that if he could per/wade th:m toabelief 
of this, they will ſgon ſqy there is nothing to be Jone 
fill Chreſt come in perſon. 

Iwould not meke too large a gateto lo ſmall a Ci- 
h, but ſhall haſten to a concluſion with a word to 
te little remnant that keep the Sabbath according 
tthe Commgndeprent., Precions Brethren, you are 
mder great and precious promiſes for your encou-+ 
ugement , though your oppoſers are great and ms 


Let Aſher be bleſt with children, let him be ** 
xceptable to his brethren, and let him dip 
lis foot in oy], his ſhooes ſhall be lron and 
Iraſs, and as is his dayes, ſolhall his ſtrength 
te, Aſber ſeems to hold forth the remnant that 
tbe Lord will ule in the latter dayes to tread down 
tte wicked withal 5 and Aſhers bread ſhall be far, 
ja he ſhall yield Royal dainties, Ger. 49. 20. 
ad if you my Brethren , fulfil the Royall 
law according to the Scripture , ye ſhall 
toe well ; though your Brethren frown upon 
ju af preſent , yet you ſhall be acceptable unto 
bem : and what if your work be difficult , if 
yur ſtrength be ſutable , you need not com- 

ms; you may tread upon Scorpions if your 
Ber be Irom and Braſs 3 your feet will be like 
Und feet if they be dipt in ol , which will 


cauſe 


merous. I think often of what is ſaid of Aſher, Deut.33- 24, 
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cauſe you to run without wearineſſe , and wil 
without fainting ; 


So he prayes, 


a ſervant of Cys, 
though unworthy to 
ſo called, 


EDWARD STENNET, 


Y 
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| Some Brief Grounds, ſerving to prove that 


| the Ten Commandements are yet 1n ful force, 
and ſhall ſo remain till Heaven and Earth paſle 
] away. 


"lr, The matter of the Ten Commandements 

S was written in the Heart of Adam before his 

fall , as doth appear Gen. 1. 27. God created 

man in his own Image, in the Image of God 

created be him, Ecclel, 9.29. God bath made 

SOS man upright , but he ſought out many inventions. 

And the Apoſtle plainly afferts , that the Gentiles , which 

had not the Law, (in the letter of it) did by nature the things 

contained in the Law, which ſheweth the work of the Law 

written in their hearts, Rom. 2. 14,15, Now if the Gentiles 

had the work of the Law written in their bearts, in their fin- 

ful ſtate , doubtleſs they had it in more perfeMion in their 

ſtate of innocency, as conſidered in Adam; for the letter of 

the Law was added, becauſc of tranſgrell:on, Gal. 2.19. Now 

iſthere were tranſgreſſion before the letter of the Law was ad- 

ded, that implies there was a Law before; and in that the 

{tter of the Law is ſaid to be added, it implics that che mat- 

ter of ir was in being before, but much worn out by ſin; and 

that is one reaſon why the Lord was pleaſed to add the letter. 

oe Let it be conlidered how it can itand with Scripture, or 

right reaſon , that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould abrog .ce this Law; 

did Chriſt blot out this Law out of the tears of all men by 

his death ? then all men have not the Law of Nature to guide Rom. 2.15, 

them; for we cannot be ſo groſs as to imagine that the Law - 

is put into their hears upon a new account, for that were to 

bring all men under the new Covenant. 

$2. God ſpake all theſe Commandments unto the people,and 

they heard his voice, Deut. 5, 22, 23, 24. with great Majelty 

and Glory, and he added no _— 3 and he wrote them upon 
wo 
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2 The Royal Law contended for. 
two Tablcs of Stoner, and delivered them unto Mv{ ; all 
which holds forth their perp- ti: y , they are ſpoken by God, 
they are wrote by him in Tables of Stone ; ſo was never any 
Ceremony. Fob defitcesthit h's words were graven with a 
pen of Jrn and Lead, in 1 rock of ſtone for ever,Cha”, 19 24, 
3. Aﬀter the hrit tables were broke , which I ſupple did 
{1gni''e the Iraclites breaking of the Frit Covenan: ; for My 


Behold the fes brake them upon that account,they having made aGolden 


Ark as ic 
ſtands under 


the mercy 
feat. 


2 Cor. 3.2.3. 


Calf, and ſo had broke the Commandemen: : Mef:s wis then 
commanded to hew two Tabl:s like unto the firſt , and God 
wrote the ſame word- agzin upon them, Dew. 10. 1, 2, 3, 4 
and they only of all the Laws were pur into the Ark ; and 
when the Ark is ſet in its proper place between the Chery 
bims, there is nothing in it bit the two Tables, 1 Kings 8. g, 
Now the Ark was a Type of Chriit, and the pusting the Law 
iato it did {ignifie the putting of it into the hear: of Chriſt, 
Pſalm 40, 6,7. 8. Thy Lewy is ia my beart : and from thence 
they are tran(cribed into the hear:s of the ſeed of Chriſt, ac+ 
cording to the new Covenant, fer, 31.33. I vere God pre 
miſes to put bis Law in their inward parts , and write it in their 
bearts, dv what L:w is this that muſt be put In the heart, 
when the Law of ſacrifice is aboliſhed ? Hev. 10.6, 7,8, 9. 
compared with that forementioned in the Plalmes , that this 
is the Law that is here ſpoken of is manifeſt , if we conlider 
firſt how proper and ſuitable ic is for the heart of a believer. 
Paul calls it the Law of his mind, Rom. 7. 23. and in 22. he 
profeſſeth he delights in the Law of God after the inward 
man ; and God faith, be will put his Law in the beart , and 
write it there ; both which phraſes hold it forth to be the 
ſame Law that was wrote by God , and put into the Ark: 
mans heart is the Tables, and God hi:n(clf is the writer , tht 
matter written is the Law : and hear what Witdome faithto 
this, Prov. 7. 1, 2, 3. My ſo1 keep n.y words , and lay up my con: 
mandements within thee , keep my commandements and live, and 
my Law as tbe apple of thy eye , bind them upon thy fingers, wrilt 
them upon the table of thine heart, Now what Laws are the 

hut the Table-Laws, which were then in being, and Wi 
doms ſon is to have them writ upon the fleſhly Tables of his 


heart, 
4. Wheo 
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4. When God promiſeih to exalt his firſt-born higher then 
the Kings of the Exrch , and that bis Covenant ſhould ſtand 
faſt with him , Pal, $9. 28, 29. and that bis ſeed (hould en- 
dure for ever , and his throne as the dayes of Heaven : yet he 
ſaith, If bis Children forſake my Law, ard walknt in my judge 
ments , if they break my Statutes , and keep not my Commande- 
ments, verſ. 30, 31. Then will I viſit their tranſgreſſion with a 
red, and therr iniquity wth ſtripes , verſ. 32, Nevertbeleſſe my 
lwing kindneſs will I not atterly take away, wor ſuffer my faith» 
fulneſle to fail, Maik it, this Covenant was with Chriſt, 
(though with David in the Type ) in the bchalf of all the 
ſeed : and chaſtilements muſt be the portion of the ſeed, if 
they break the Law of God, though his Covenant ſtand faſt : 
now as this Covenant reaches all the ſeed, fo doth the Law, 
and the p:1ni:!:ment for the breach ot it; and if ſo, then what 


- Law is it that 1-2ches all the ſeed , if not the Law of the Ten 


Commandements , with thoſe Laws which arc comprehended 
in them. 

5. Theſe Commandments are eminently diſtinguiſhed and 
marked out from all the Ceremonial Laws , both to ſhew their 
eminency and perpetuity , they are ſaid to be the work of 
God, Exod. 32. 16, and the Pfalmiſt faith , The works of his 
bands are tcrity and judgement 3 and theſe works are called, 


all bis Commandments, Plal. 117.7: and they are Ten, Deut. Exod. 34.28. 


4.13. And therefore I conceive Wiſedoms ſon is to bind them 
upon his fingers, to ſhew the number of them, there being 
for each finger one, and that both hands might be aQtive in 
them, And Zachary and Elizabeth are ſaid to walk in all the 
Common ments and Ordinances of the Lord , Luke 1. 6. They 
are diſtinguiſhed from the Cerimonial Ordinances , and cal- 
led, «llrhe Commandments ; to ſet forth their number , as be- 
fore is ſaid, and their eminency , and thcrefo1 e they are fo 
ently called in the Scripture , The Commandments of 
God, diſtin& irom the other Laws, which were ſhadowy in 
thetime of the Law of {adow$? | As thele places of Scri- 
ture , beſides many others , do ſhew, viz. Deut, 5. 31.and 
6.11.and 7, 1x, Deut. 8.11. and 11. 1. and 30.16. 1 Kin.2.3. 
ind$. 58, aCbro. 19.10. Neb. 1.7. and 10. 29. &c. ] and di- 
tink from the teftimony of Jclus in clear Goſpel times , Kev. 
B3 12.17». 
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12. 19. Where, note, the dragons war is with the remnant f the 
Womans ſeed , which keep the Commandments of God , andthe 
Teftwmony of Feſus; and again here are they chat keep the 

mmandments of God , and the faith of Jeſus, Rev. 14. 12, 
And when the man would know what he (hould do to be ſa 
ved, Chriſt told him that he knew the Commandments, A 
cloud of witneſſes would come in if need were fur the confir- 
mation of thers. Bat further obſerve what the Scripture faith 
to their duration ; the Pſalmiſt ſaith , All bis Commandments 
are ſure, theyſtand faſt for ever and ever, and are done in truth 
and uprightneſſe, Plalm 111-7, 8. Note it, all his Gommand- 
ments, which are the works of his hands, as aforcfaid , theſe 
all tand faſt for ever and ever, that is not only in thetime 
of the miniſtration of the letter, which was in a ſenſe for 
ever , but for ever and ever, that is , under both miniſtrati- 
ons , that of the letter , and that of the ſpirit in Old Teſta- 
ment times, and in the New 3; and ſearch and lee it you can 
find any -word that doth ſpeak of any thing that is ſaid to a- 
bide , or ſtand faſt for ever and ever , which comcs ſhort of 
the time aforeſaid. And when God hides his face from the 
houſe of Faceb , then is the time that the Teſtimony is bound 
up, and the Law is ſealed among the diſciples, Eſuy.8. 15,17. 
Clearly relating to the time , that the Jews rejected the Go- 
ſpel , and the diſciples are commanded to make uſe of the 
Law , as well as the Teſtimony, torry tc Do&rines of others 
by, ver]. 20. all which (ſhewes the perpetuity of this Law of 
God, which will further appear it we conlider, 

What our Lord faith in Matth. 5. 17, 18. Think not that! 
came to deſtroy the Las or the Prophets, I cant not to deſtroy but 
to fulfil. But the queſtion will be , what Law this is ? To me 
it appears to be the Law of the Ten Commandments; for 
theſe reaſons : 

1. Firſt, becauſe this comes in as the motive, to provoke 
his diſciples to let their lights ſhine in the world, that men might 
ſee their good works , and glorafie their Father which is in Hee 
ven, ver(. 16. Therefore it muſt be ſuch a Law as the doing of 
it holds forth good works to publique view. 

2. Itis ſuch a Law as Chriſt profelſeth he came not to 


deſtroy 3 but the Ceremonial Law he did” deſtroy in as ul 
enſe, 


| 


as nm a ro. Kr... i 
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{:nſe, ſo that none are to be in the praCtiſe of it ; be blotted 
out the hand- wrung of «1 dinances that was ag ainſt us, and con- 
trary £0 4s, and took it out of the way , nailing it to bus croſſe, 
Col, 3. 14- t% | , | 

3, Deſtroying offs Law is here put in dire& oppoſiti- 
on tofultilling of itz to deſtroy is to take out of the way , or 
to blot out, as before : but to fultl the L1w, is to do that 
which is contained in the Law ; therefore \:ith Chriſt to 
Jobu (when he went to be baptiſed ) It becomerh us to fulfil all 
righteouſneſs , (that is, to perform it. ) Matth. 3, 15. and the 


why this, Thiu ſhalt not commit adultery, Thou ſhalt not 
Then ſhalt not ſteal , and the like, Kom. 13. 8. g. Love woſks 
th no evil to bis neighbour , therefore love 15 the fulfilling of the 
Lew, verſ. 10. So that to fulfil the Law of the Ten Com- 
mandments is not to blot them out, or make them void.that 
were to deſtroy them ; which Chriit came not to do, but on 
the contrary to do the things contained in them , which he 
didexaQtly in his life , and ſo was offered up a Lamb with- 
out (pot, 

4. This is ſuch a Law as muſt ſtand in force every jot and 
title of it till Heaven and Earth paſs away , Matth. 5,19. bur 
Heaven and Earth are nct yet paſſed away,th-refore this Law 
ſtands firm : but becauſe it is ſaid in the Text, Till all be ful- 
filled, hence ſome affirm, that al! was fulfilled at the death 
ofChriſt , and this fulfilling of it holds forth the abroga- 
ting ofit, But did Heaven and Earth paſs away then ? or did 
Chriſt by his taking upon him all chat guik which was due 
tous, and by his perfe& fulfilling of it in his walk , take us 
from our obedience ? God forbid ; becauſe Chriſt fultlled the 
righteouſneſs of the Law , muſt not we fultll it? The Apo« 
Me ich, that for this end Chritit dyed, Rom. 8. 3, 4. 4anine, 


Apoſtle ſaith, That love is the fulfiling of the Law; what 7 
l, 


ſmcondemned fin in the fleſh , that the righteouſneſs of the Law 
might be fu!fill-d in us , who walk not after the fleſh but after the 
firit. But what is the fulfilling of the righteouſneſs of the 
Law POT Ne 


Even as 4,- 


; chippus Was tO 
Fir what the Law could not do, inthat it was wtak through the fulnl his mini- 
fleſp, God ſent forth his ſon in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh , and for ſiry, C0l.4.17, 
which would 
be abſurd ro 
think, thar 
. n ; thar was to 
che righteous things contained in the Law, pur i: to an 


add in this ſenſe every true believer doth falal the Law, cod. 


though 
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though his compleatne(s be in Chriſt ; for love is the full. 
ling of the Law, Rom. 13. 10. ſo that the commanding poy. 
er of the Law is ſuch a jult meaſuce, that every one that loves, 
as his part towards the fultilling of it. 

Laſtly it furcher appears to be the Ten Commandneng, 
by the uſe Cheilt makes of what he had before aiſerted ; Whe- 
ſoever therefcre ſhall break one of the lcaſt of theſe Commendments, 
and ſhall teach men ſo , ſhall be called leaſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, verl. 19. that is, foraſmuch as chis Law mutt cand, 
till Heaven and Earth paſs: and I came not to deſtroyit; 
therefore beware of breaking of it , for wholoever you ate 
that break any any part of it, and ſhali reach men ſo, you ſhall 
be called leajl in the Kingdom of Heaven 3, but wheſ:ever ſhall ds 
and iechibem, the ſame (hall be called great in the Kingdom 
of Heaven, To prevent further miſtakes , he repeateth the 
Law in many parciculars, and gives the ſeace , ſhewing how 
far their righteouſneſs ſhould exceed the- righteouſnels of the 
Scribes and Ph ri/ces, verſ. 20. By all which ic plainly ap- 
pears, that this Law which Chriſt came not to defiroy, is 
the Law of the Ten Commandments, or the Laws that were 
comprehended in them. ; 

6. The Apoltle contirmeth and eſtablithech this Law af- 
ter the death of Chriſt, as plainly appears Rom. 3. the d.ift 
of wh'ch Chap. is to ſet Jews and Gentiles in a 1:ke conditi- 
on by nature; all breakers of the Law of God, and fo be- 
come guilty before him, ver. 19. and that therefore no fleſh 
could be juſtified by the deeds of the Law z the Law being for 
another purpoſe to convince of fin, ver!. 2© or to bring tin 
to the knowledge ; he proves that Jews and (3: ntiles,circum- 
ciſed and uncircumciſed , are jultifiec by and through faith, 
and not by any Law of works, veil. 27, «8, 29, 30. But lelt 
the Gentiles ſhould think , becauſe they could not be jultited 
by the works of the Law , that theretore they might look 
upon the Law as a thing done away or made void : hepu's 
this queltion to the unci: cumciſed Gentiles, Do we then mate 
void the Law through faith, God forbid ; yea we eſtab!i/hihe 
Law : He puts this queſtion out of queſtion, whether the Law 
be in force to believing Gentiles oc no , with a God forbid; 
which ſhews the greatneſs of his zeal againſt ſuch a perſmer 
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lon; it being the ſame anſwer which he gives to another 
rol: queltion, whether we ſhould continue in tin tht grace 
might abaund , and as if that were not enough he adds co ir, 
yea We eftabliſh the Law. 

7. This ſame Apoſtle doth prove , that the L1w w2s in 
force at the time of his converſion ; he faith , he had not 
known fin but by the Law he had not known luſt, except 
the Law had (ai 3 Thou ſhalt not cover, Ron 97:7 He was alive 
gilbsut the Law once , but when the Cotumandment came, i4 
revived and he dyed, verl. 9. that is, not without the [:tter of 
itfor that hz had , and did in a great meaſure comtorn © ir, 
but without powerful con;itions for fin by the Liv: and in 
this ſence when the Commandment cams: 11a revived, and he 
dies that before was alive in his ow: appreheniion. F.r whe 
cut the Law ſin was dead, verl. 8. and by th: Law 1s th: knowe 
ledze of ſin 4 and fin taking occalion by the Commandment, 
dceived him, and by it flew him. IYherefore the Law 1s holy, 
the Commandment is boly, jaſt and good, ver(. 11.12. not that 
the holy and juſt Law was made death unto him, God tor- 
bid ; but ſin , that it might appear lin by this gaod Law 
wrought death in him, that by the Commandm:ne fin night 
appear exceeding finftul, verſ. 13. And it fo, then this Law 
didnot dye with the body of Chriſt ; though we are dead to 
the Law by the boy of Chrilt , that we ſhould (erve in new- 
nels of ſpirit, and not in the v1dnefle of the letter; and that 
we ſhould bs married to anvth:r , ev:n him, who is raiſed 
fromthe dead ; wz being d:ad to that ſpirit of bondage, in 
wiith we were held , that we ſer our ovedienc? ro the Liw, 
no longer in the room of Chriſt 2s ou: head and husband ; 
Chriſt by his blood , having purchaſe.l us from that pOwer— 
tat the Law had over us by rea(oa of f11. So that our ſer- 
nice isnot to ſatisfie the Law, as a woman lerves to pleaſe her 
bwband, that we are d:ad to: but we are not deid to ferve 
in newneſs of ſpiric, in obedience to Chriſt as ouc husband, 
rel. 4, 5, 6. In this ſence the Apoſtle delights in the Law of 
God, after the inward man , verf. 22. Though another Law 
0 his members ſtood in great oppotition to it, verſ. 23. Mind 
this chap. well, and it will appear ſo plain, that he that runs 


May read, that the Apoſtle intends no ſuch thing as to take 
us 


ute th 


8 The Royal Law contended for, 


us from our obedience to the Law, nor yet the abrogating of 
the Law. But on the contrary, 

8. Theſame Apoſtle urges the Law in tite very letter of 
itunto the Epheſians, Chap. 6. 1, 2, 3. Children, ſaith be, obey | 
your Parents , for this is right ; Honour thy father and thy me. 
ther, which is the firſt Commandment with promiſe. He prove 
his exhortation to be right from the Commandment, and he 
rakes notice of che order of the Commandments ; it is the firſ 
Commandment of that ſecond Table , and it hath a promiſe 
annexed to it, he ſpeaketh inthe preſent tenſe : he doth noc 
ſay it was the firſt Commandmenr, bur it is the firſt with pro- 
miſe , that thy dayes may be long on the earth ; he urges the 
promiſe to them tor their encouragement , and to prevent 
mitiakes, he ſhews the extent of it, that it was not only to 
the Jews that they ſhould live long in the land of Canazn; bit 
to the Gentiles alſo : therefore the interpretation is large, 
that thy dayes may be long on the earth, 

9. James gives a full confirmation to what I am treating of, 
chap. 2+ 9. He convinces them of {in by this Law, in having 

the faith of Jeſus Chriſt with reſpe& of perſons , as appears 
by verſ. 10. 11. For whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, ard 
yet «ffend in one point , be is guilty of all : he ſhews what Law 
he means, and how itis that he that offends in one point is 
guilty ofall; becauſe, He tbat ſaith, do nit commit adultery, 
ſeith alſo,do not kill 5 new if thou commit no adultery, yet if thn 
kull, thou art become @ tranſgreſſor of the Law. And 7b faith, 
Il hoſoever Commuteth fin trenſgreſſeth alſo the Lay , for ſin isthe 
tranſgr:ſſion of the Law, chap. 3. 4. and in the next verſeheex- 
plains what Law he means ; and ſaith, it was ſuch tranſpre* 
tion that Chriſt was manifeſt ro rake away : now if this Lan 
of Gog was done away by the death of Chriſt, fin could na 
be a tian{greſſion of it ſo long after; neither cou!d any be 
convinced of (in by it, becauſe it was not : but the Apoltk 
ſaith, whoſoever commits (in, tranſgrefſeth the Law; which 
ſhews ir was in force then, and not only fo, but that likewiſe 
it (hould ſo remain. 
10. Let it be conſidered whether 4haethis opinion that 
2W is done away , doth not claſh with redemption it 
ſc1t. The Apoſtle ſtates all men under the Law, and by break- 
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ing of it they came under the curſe, Gal. 3. 10, And Chri(t 
was made under the curſe to redeem his people , from under 
the curſe of the Law, verſ. 13. that the bleſivg of Abraham 
might come upon the Gentiles through faith, verſ.14, Now it 
we were not under the commanding power , we could not 
be under the curſe, ( for that follows diſobedience ) and if 
{o then Chriſt was not made a curſe for us; neith:r can the 
bleſſing of Abraham come upon the Gentiles upon that ac- 

ccunt, if the Jews were only under the Law , and under the 
curſe of it. Chriſt dying to redeem them from the curſe, 

could not bring the blefing of Abrabam upon the Gentile. 
And again the Apoltle faith , that Chriſt was made under the 

Lay, to rediem them tbat were under the Law, that we might 

receive the ad:ption of ſons , Gal. 4. 4, 5. Now if we were not 

undec the Law, we could not be redeemed by Chriſts being 

under the Law, nor receive the adoption of ſons ther<by ; tur 

ic is maniteſt that every one is under the commanding pow- 

er of the Law, and by nature under the curſe ; and Chriſt 

hath only redeemed his people from the curſe , bur that they 

are redeemed from their obedience to the Law of God : I find 

no Scripture that ſaith ſo, but on the contrary. 

11, God complaineth of the blindneſs of his ſervants, and 
of the deafneſs of his meſſengers that he ſent, 1/; }- 42.19, 20. 
and their blindneſs and deafneſs appears in this , that they 
did not hear , nor underſtand Gods deſign in the gltc of his 
Son; that it was not todeſtroy his Law , or to (light ir, bur 
to magnifie it and make it honorable, verſe 2. Before it was 
in Tables of tone, but now in the fleſhly Tables of the heart; 
ſervice was done from a ſpirit of bondage , but now from a 
ſpirit of adoption : and in this ſenſe I conceive the Law is 
faid to be magnified and made honorable, and upon this ac- 
count that God is well pleaſed for his righteouſr«f(s ſake, that 
is ] conceive for his ſons fake. 

12. Thigsopinion, that the whole Law is aboliſhed, doth 

Il up true Magiſtracy by the roots 3 the office of rulcrs be- 
ng for the puniſhment of evil doers , and for the praile of 
them that do well. But if the ſtatute and judgements be nt. 


- Inforce, there is no corporal puniſhment tobe inflifted up- 


on any though theeves, murderers, wn the like; and ſo there 
is 
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is no room for the Magiſtcrial power at all , but men are lefe 
in this reſpeRt as the bcails of the field, to ſhife one among an- 
other as well as they can. Bur the Apoltle ſalth, The Law 
is made for the Lawleſs and diſobedient, for ungodly and for 
ſuaners , for unboly and prophare, for murderers of fathers, and 
murderers of mothers, for man-flayers, 1 Tin. 1.9, 10. Now 
this is the Law of penalties, that's manifeſt in that it is ſaid, 
it was not made for a righteous man , but- the Ten Com- 
mandments wcre for the rightcous : tor che Plalmiſt ſaith, 
Ob bow I love thy Lew, it is my meditation all the day, Plalm.ug. 
97. Make me to go in the path of thy Commandments , for thercin 
dol delight, verl, 35: 

And how ſhall we have Governers 2s at the firſt,and Coun- 
ſcliers as at the b:ginniag, ſay, x. 26. it they have no Law to 
govern by ; If any ſay we (hall have Laws frem Chriſt , and 
ſhall not need thoſe Laws that were for the Common-wealth 
of Iſracl : to thatI anſwer, I know no word of God that 
doth give us ground to believe for any other Laws or Scri- 
pture, then what we have; and ſuppoſe that God (tould ce- 
vive his work in this nation, and bring his cnemics under, 
and put opportunity: into the hands of his Saints , to chuſc 
men fearing God and hating covetouſneſſe, to rule the Nas 
tion while the Lambs army march on. What could they do 
if the Scripture were not their Statute-book , It they ſhould 
turn Law-makers , would not that be their lin, there being 
no Warrant in the Scripture for it? And would it not bring 
all into confulion again , and make another Babel? For the 

reat queſtion which isto be reſolved in the latter dayes, will 
A Who is oor Statute-maker ? Which the Saints put out of 
queſtion, Iſaz. 33. 22. The Lord is 6ur Judge , the Lord is our 
Statute-maker , the Lord is our King , he will ſave us, (and 
not King Omr: with his Statutes, Mir. 6. 16.) And when the 
Saints come to 6wn this truth in good earneſt , their oppo» 
fits tacklings will be loofed, they frail neither ſtrengthen their 
maſt , nor ſpread their ſailes, verſ. 23. and Malachi tells us, 
what Laws our King hath made , which the Saints are to 
own , when the day of the Lord burns as an oven all the 
proud , and the Sun of righteon(ſneſs ariſes upon all that fear 
him , when they {ball tread down the wicked with fo much 
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eaſe, that they (hall be as aſhes under the ſoles of thelr feet, ſo 
that it (hall be counted the Lords doings. And in the day 
that the Lord (hall do this, Remember ye the Law of Moſes my 
ſervant, which I commanded unto bim in Horeb for all Iſrael 
with the Statutes and judgements, Chap, 4. 3, 4+ 

I ſhall now endeavour to anſwer ſome obje&ions which 
are uſually brought againſt this truth, though ſeveral of them 
are partly anſwered inthe grounds aforementioned ; I ſhall 
therefore ſay the leſs, and begin to ſpeak _—_— to thac 
Scripture in 2 Cor, 3, on which the obje&ers do chictly build 
their per{wajton, and indeed at the firſt glance thereon with- 
out comparing of it with other Scriptures , it hath more co- 
lour for ſuch a purpoſe then all the Scriptures chat ever l 
heard brought : from which Scripture this is objefed, That 
the Ten Commandments were the miniſtration of death and 
of the letter, and are done away. 

Anſwer. That they were the miniſtration of death and of 
the letter is granted, for the Scripture faith ſo, but the Scri- 
pture doth not ſay they are done away : as will appear , if 
we confider the drift of the Apoſtle , he endeavoureth to [hew 
the difference between the miniſtration of the ſpirit and of 
the letter , verf, 6. the one being a bare reading of the Law, 
from which no life was communicated tothoſe that heard it, 
verſ. 34,15. and in verſ. 9. the Apoſtle calls it the miniſtrati- 
on of condemnation , thatis, it lays open (in, and the curſe for 
{in, but it is the Goſpel miniftration which holds forth julti- 
fication and ſtrength againſt fin ; not that the Ten Com- 
mandments in themſelves were death to any. God forbid. as 
the Apoſtle ſaith in Rom. 7. 13. But ſin when it i finiſhed brin- 
getb forth dearth, and the Commandements preach death to 
the tranſpreſſers of them, ſo that they are called the mini- 
firation of death and condemnation , becauſe man hath bro- 
ken them, and fo is under the curſeof chem, which Chrilt 
hath delivered bellevers from , 3. 13- and the miniſtration 
of it is really done away, that is, as I aid before, The read- 
ing of the Law by a Typical prieſthood, which the Jews 
would have ſet up in the room and place of the miniſtcation 
®f the ſpirit : and whereas they lived under the hearing of 
the bare letter of the Law , which gave no ſtrength to per- 

C 2 form , 
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form, we live under the hearing of the Goſpel, which is ſpiric 
and life, Foba 6. 36. But that the matcer of the Law or com- 
manding power of it ſhould b: done away, this Scripture 
doth not in the leaſt prove , bur it is uſed in the hand of the 
ſpirit to convince of lin. This the ſame Apoſtle proves Row, 
7.7. Who, (aich he, had not known fin but by the Law , be bad 
ot known luſt except the Law bad ſaid thou ſhalt not covet ; this 
will appear evident if you conlid-r the 8,9,10,11,12,13,14. 
verſes of this Chap. 

0.j. 2. Another Scripture is frequently urged, AG 7.37. 
A Prophet ſhall tbe Lord your God raiſe up unto you of your bre- 
thren, like wato me, him ſhall yz« bear. From which it is con- 
cluded , that we are to hea:ken only to Chriſt , and not to 
Moſes. | 

Anſw. If by hearing of Chriſt you mean , heariog only 
what he ſpake with his own lips when he was on earth, then 
we arc rot to hear his Apoitles ; but if you mean by hearing 
of him is to hear what he ſpake upon carth , and what he 
ſpake by his ſpirit in his Apoſtles, then why are we not to 
hear what he ſpake by his ſpiric to his Prophets : ſertig we 
are built upon the foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets , Chriſt 
being the cbief Corner-ſione, Epheſians 31. 20. And if ſuch who 
are of this wr » would be true to their principle to 
hear Chrilt , hear him what he ſaith, Luke 16. 31. They bave 
Moſes and the Prophets let them hecr them. For if they willnit 
' believe Moſes ard the Prophets they will not believe , though one 
riſe ſrem the dead, And he connſels ro keep the Command- 
ments, Matth.1g. 17, 18. and reproves for the breach of them; 
as alſo for the making of them void by traditions, Matth.15.6- 


as might be made appear by many other Scriptures. Therelgre © 


there is nothing of weight in this objeCion to ſhake the tHing 
aſſerted, 

O5j. 3, Moſes was faithful over his houſe as a ſervant, fo 
Chriſt is faithful over his houſe as a ſon. Now if Chriit hath 
not given us all the Laws that we are to obſerve , this is to 
make Chriſt leſs faithful then Moſes. 

Axſw. Doubtleſſe Chriſt as a ſon is faithful over his houſe, 
as M:ſes was faithful over his houſe as a ſervant. But we arc 
to conſider, what was Moſes his houſe , and what is _ 
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vaſe; Moſes his houſe, I conceive , was th: Tabernacle : his 
wbfulneſs did appear, in that he did all things according to 
& pattern ſhewed co him in the mount. Chriſts houſe are 
te Saints the true Tebernacle which the Lord bath pitched and 
wma, Heb. 8. 3, 5. of which the other was a ſhadow. And 
gMoſes as a ſervant gave forth ordinances for his houſe , fo 
Crit as a ſon bath given out ordinances for his houſe : but 
teTen Commandments are a Law which be!ongs to m:n as 
keyaremen, though they be no part of Chriits houſe , it be- 
lap, a8 before is proved, the Law written in their very hear:s. 
0kj. 44 But when certain of the Se of the Pharitees a- 
of, and ſaid it was needtul to be circumciſed, and keep the 
lw ofMſes, the Apoſtle prov.s them to be trempters of God, 
aputting a yoke upon the neck of the diſciples , which they 
vr their Fathers were able to b:ar, A 15. 5. r0. 
4iſw. Are the Ten Commandments ſuch a yoke, as is not 
whe born? Is ic a yoke to have noother God but —_— 
adtoabſtain from murder, theft, adultery, and the like? Foc 
bit muſt be, if you judge that the whole Law is here (light- 
« But the thing in difference here is, whether ſuch and tuch 
laws are to be kept or no? and the ſtre's that is 1ai4 upon 
de keeping of them , numely the prefling of them as things 
nithout which they could not be ſaved, as vzrl. 1, and there- 
re the Apoſtle in anſwer to this, (hews that the Gentiles 
ud received the Gogpel , and did believe, God hwing gi- 
en tothem the Holy Ghoſt, and put no difference b:tween 
hem and the Jews,puriſying their hearts by faith, verl.9,8 9. 
ad that through the grace of Jelus Chrift both jew: and 
Gentiles ſhould b: ſaved, verſ. 11. and a3 the Apoſtle oppo- 
kh the keeping of theſe Laws for ſuc'1 a purpoſe as to be (a- 
rd thereby , ſo the bare keeping of them is forbiddzn : an4 
lterefore (aith Fames ver. 19, 29. My ſentence 15 that we t ou» 
tenet them which from among the Gentiles are tarned u4to God, 
ut that we write unto them that they abſtain from pollutions of 
ls, and from fornication , from things ſtrangled and from 
| #%%d. So that the Apoſtlesyndgement is, that the Gentiles 
dkeep ſome part of the Law. And therefore the queſtion 
wnot, Whether any parc of the Law ſhould be kepr? and 


tte reaſon ſeems to be in verſ, 20. why they would write no. 
more 
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more , for Moſes of 61d tinte bath in every City them that prey 
bim , being read in the Synagogue ever Sabbath day. So the h, 
paltles and Elders write ver(.24. For as much as we have beg, 

"that certain men that went out from us beve troubled you win 
words ſubverting your ſonls , ſaying you muſt be circumciſed au 
keep the Law, to whom we gave no ſuch Commandment, Noy 
can we be ſo groſs as to think , that is ſubverting mens 
and contrary to the commandments of the Apoſtles and E. 
ders, to bid them love the Lord their God with allther 
hearts, and with all their firength , and to worlhip him + 
lone , andnot take hisn in vain, and the like ? for thi 
is to keep the Law. Bur thdqlifference was about other Law 
as well as circumciſion, and they are as really forbid to key 
them, as they are forbid circumcifton $ and therefore ita 
not be the Law of the Ten Commandments, but the Law of 
ſhadows , as is manifeſt, Chap. 21. when Pau! came to Hi 
ruſalem, the brethren told him , that ir was reported, tha 
he taught all the Jews which were among the Geniils to 
forſake Moſes , ſaying , that they ought not to circumciſe ther 
children, neither to walk after the cuſtomes , verl. 21. therefore 
they counſel Paulto purific himſelf wich fome others, tha 
it might be ſeen that he walked orderly and kept theLay, 
verſ. 34. But as tokching the Gentiles which believe we have wri 
ten and concluded that they obſerve no ſuch things, verl. 35, b 
that it's very clear that *cis circumcifion and the cuſtoms 
that's here called the Law of Moſes , which the Gentiles were 
commanded not to keep , but to think the Gentiles (hould 
be forbidden to keep that Law of God that was writtenin 
cheir natures,is abominable, and contrary both to Scripture 
and reaſon, 

Obj. 5. But the Scripture ſaith, Caſt out the Bond-wonn 
with her {on, for the ſon of the Bond-woman hal! not be heir 
with the ſon of the Free-woman , which Bond-woman waa 
Allegory of the Covenant from mount $x«;, and therefore 
be caſt out, e 

Anſw. The Apoſtle is here ſhewing how impollible it isfor 
works and grace to ſtand together in point of juſtification; 
for this people were ſccking to be juſtified by the works of the 
Law. He ſhews the difference betwixt the two Covenants 

one 
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m of works gendering to bondage, the ". amy a of the 
ly being this, that the man that doth theſe things ſhould live in 
4m, Rom. 10. 5. the other of grace or fice promiſe, with- 
at any reſpe& ro mans righteouſneſs : he ſhews the ſons of 
te Covenants are like umto chets mothers ; the ſons of the 
me Covenant are bo-n after the fleſh, the ſons of the other 

iſe , and that thoſe that are bora after the fleſh, per- 
ate thoſe that are born after the ſpirit. Nevertheleſs what 
(ith the Scripture ? Caft our the Boad-woman an1 ber ſon 3 
For the ſort of tbe Bond-woman (hall nt be beir with the ſon of the 
Fee-P-1141. That is, The Covenant of works with thoſe that 
tek to be juſtified thereby, Chriſt being the end of th- Law for 
nebteowſneſs to every one 1hat believeth, Rom. 10. 4. But if we 
told underſtand the Ten Commandm:nts in themſelves, to 
e the B>nd-woman , then it is impoſſible for them that keep 
km to be heirs or children of the promiſe , but they mult 
tkecaſt out as children of the Bond-woman , which 1s very 
monious, and contrary to the current of Scriptures. For the 
kn: of the Law are juſtified before God , Rom. 2. 13. though 
wifor doing. And wark how the Apoltl: forbids this no- 
ton, Row, 3. 31. Do we then make woid the Law through faith? 
(Wl forbid. Shall we continue in fin or tranſgreſs the Law , that 
pitt mey abrund ? God forbid, Rom. 6. Is the Law (in ? God 
Wid, Roni. 7. 7. Was the Law which was giod mad: death 
mt we? God forbid, 13. Shall we tranſgreſs the Law becauſe 
Ware wot tender the condemning power of it? ( Chriſt having re-= 
&emed ns from o God forbid, Rom. 6.15. Certainly the 
Kripture did foreſee how apt men would b: to (light and 
wke void the Law of God unJer (pecious pretences, as their 
king belſevers, and Gentil:s which had not the Law given 
Pth:m, but that they are und:r grace and the like. Bur if 
arcircumciſion keep the righteouſneſſe of the Law, ſhall nat bis 
wircumciſion be connted for Circumc;ſion. Rom. 2. 26: 

Conſider theſe Queres, 1. If the whole Law was done a- 
'T by the death of Chriſt , why did the Apoſtle ſpend (v 
wchtime to prove that by the works of the Law none could 
x juſtified, Gal. 3. ſeeing there was no Law to work upon ? 
ud it not been a nearec Pay to have told them that che Law 
W aboliſhed ? . 

2.1 


16 7he Royal Law contended fer: 

2. If the whole Law was done away at the death of Ch, 
how can any part of it be now in force? Ifit be ſaiditis 
ON a new account , ſhew me any one Law that Chriſt ha 
once deſtroyed, and again revived ; ſeeing the Apoſlle (aihi 
he ſhould build again the things that be deſtroyed , he (hou 
make himſelf a tranſgreſfor, Gal. 2.14. 

3. What Sccipture is it that proves that we have any; 
of the Ten Commandments given out upon a new account} 

4. Ik the whole Law be dune away, what Law is therefy 
the puniſhment of evil duers, theeves , murderers, and th 
like / 

5. If the Ten Commandments were to be aboliſhed, hoy 
is ic that the Lord hath annexed ſo many great and preciag 
promiſcs un:o the Keeping of them, and delighting in then! 
aSin Pſa!. 1. 1, 2,3, 4- and many other places whichdod 
right bcJong unto ſuch as ktep the Commandements, &n, 
27, 14. 

6. How is it that the Apoltle faith , the Law is goodif1 
man uſe it lau fully, 1 Tim, 1 $. if at the ſame time therevs 
no L1w? 

7. If the Law was done away at the death of Chriſyka 
was it given again upon a riew account ? If before. his deat 
in the 5. of Maith, « $a how is it that the Law that was] 
on Sinai ſtood in force till his death ? Could they ſtand 
in force at once, If not till after the death ofCril, thet 
when was it given out? ſecing we find not any of the Gate 
mandements ſo much as mentioned for a long time aferts 
death of Chriſt, Can we think the Saints and the wo.ld ver 
left without Law ? 

$. Hows it that we contend for Governors as at thei 
and Counſellers as at the beginning ? ſeeing there is no ui 
for them to rule and govern by , it this do&rine be iracthi 
the whole Law is done away? 

Thus I have endeavoured in a weak meaſure to proveti 
the Ten Commandments are not only in force to unbelient 
but alſo to believers. But beiievers are not under the 1 
fo as to be juſtified or condemned by it ; not uader it#i 
Covenant of works and miniftration of death , butunderi 
as it's a rightcous rule of life , a holy, juſt and good Law, 
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they arc under it, and do delight in it, Rom.7. 32, P/al. 119. 
"0, 72, 97. 1Cor. 9.21. 
' It is time for the Lord to work, for they have made woid thy 
thy Lew. Pfal. 119. 122: 

Therefore I love thy Commandments above Gold, yea above fine 
Gold, ver. 127. 

Therefore I efteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be 
right, and I hate every falſe way, verl.128, 


The ſeventh day is the Sabbath. 


Ow if the Ten Commandments be in force every jot and 
title of them, it muſt neceſſarily follow that the Seventh 
day isthe Sabbath, and is to be obſerved according to the 
commandment. But becauſe there is much oppoſition againſt 
this truth, I ſhall offer ſomething in parcicular to it, which 
may tend to the clearing of it. Ws 
Fiſt, ic was inſtituted by God before the fall of man , as 
appears in Gen. T. 31. And Ged ſaw every thing that he had 
made, and behold it was verygoaod, But when man had finned, 
God changes his voice , and then the ground is curſed for his 
lake, Chap. 3. 17. Further, God was (ix dayes upon his work 
of creation , and reſted not until the ſeventh day : now be« 
twixt the end of the {ixt day and the beginning of the ſe- 
venth , there is no interval or ſpace of time, Chap. I. 31. 
Chap. 2. 2. then why ſhould it be thought that the Sabbath 
wasa (hadow to hold forth reſt by faith in Chriſt, ſeeing 4- 
dem had not ſinned, and ſo had noneed of a Saviour ? and 
why ſhould we run intoſuch imaginations , concerning the 


' Cauſe of Gods inſtituting the Sabbath, .ſeeing God fo plainly 


declareth it himſelf ? namely , that He bleſſed the ſeventh day 
and ſantiified it, becauſe that in it he reſted from all bis works 
which Ged created and made, Chap. 2. 3. 

2. Thereaſon that the Lord gives when he commanded 
the obſervation of the ſeventh day is, as before, becauſe that 3 
fix dayes the Lord made Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and all that 


in them is, and reſted the ſeventh day , where{ore the Lord bleſſed 
1 the 
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the Sabbath day and balowed it, Exod. 20. rt. and it is aza 
motive to provoke main to follow the Lords example from 
the beginning both in work and reſt. S:x dayes , faith he 
Lord, thou ſhalt labour and ds all thy work, but the ſeventh 
day is the Sabbath of $5e Lord thy Godin it thou ſhalt do no mane 
ner of works. And if thou wouldſt know a reaſon , why thou 
thouldſt do fo , it is becauſe 1 the Lord thy God did fo, And 
truly to me its clear that one main reaſon , why the Lord 
took ſo much time as {ix dayes to create all things in, and 
reſted the ſeventh day , was to ſhew man an «xample, and 
what he ought to do. Dcubtleſs. God could have madeall 
things in-a moment , but fix ddycs/be works , and reſts the 
ſevy:nith day, that man might 4 the ſame, and thereby not 
only hold torth the creating power of God , and the methgd 
that he was pleaſed to take in the creation, but alſo his get 
mercy in ioſtruting and commanding man to work lix dayes, 
and reſt the ſeventh that he might be refreſhed. 

3- Icplainly appears, that this inſticution was in force 
and to be obſerved from the beginning, though no mention 
is made of the Patriarks obſerving of ic, no more then of 
their Ia" 5 of and doing many other things, which y 
judged they did , notwithſtanding we hear nothing of them. 
Bu: conſider God reſted the ſeventh day and ſanRifed it: 
now to prophane that which God ſan@ifes doubtleſs is a 
lin 3 and had they done ſervile work upon the Sabbath they 
had prophaned it, Nebew: 13. 16, 17. and what the Lord 
ſaid to Peter in another caſe , may be rightly ſaid inthis, 
(viz.) What God bath ſandified that call not thou common 01 
unclean, AF.10. x5. and the Lord when he gives forth this 
command, faith, Remember the Sabbath, to note the impor- 
rance of it , and the antiquity of it , ic beir.g nonewebing 
but from the beginning, and that the Lord urges in verſe #1, 
as the cauſe why it was to bz obſerved. Hrael obſerved the 
Sabbath before the giving of the Law on mount Sins: , #8 
appears Exod. 15, 23, 25, 26. But mark what Nehemiob lai 
to this, Chap. 9. 13. Thou cameſt down alſo. upon mount Sind, 
and fprakeſt with them from Heaven , and geveſt them rig 
judgements , and true Laws, goed Statutes and Commandment, 
#nd madeſt known alſo wnts them thy holy Sabbath , a” 4 

a 
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Mark, this commandment is ſingled out from all the reſt, and 
is aid to be made known to them, which ſhews it was in 
being before , though its probable might loſe the ob- 
ſervation of it , by reaſon of their hard bondage in Epypr; 
bat however its plain chat they had need of the knowledge 
ofthe Sabbath , and God makes it known unto them , and 
Chrilt leads us plainly to the firſt inſtitution of it , The Sab- 
bath ſaith he, was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath. 
Hepoints to the making of ic and for whom it was made, 
not for the Jews only as Jews but for man before any diſtin - 
ion was of Jew & Gentile; and in that ic was made for thar 
man which was the publique perſon or repreſentative of 
whole mankind it was wade for all men, Aden ſtanding as 
a publique perſon before his fall. 

4. Our Lord Jeſus doth ſhew the true end of Gods gi- 
ving the Sabbath, and alſo how it ought tobe kepr, and 
ſhews the Phariſees their miſtake in the obſervation of ic, 
they being ſo rigid that they would not ſuffer good works 
and works of mercy tg be done , though there were nece 1'ty 
for the doing of them : as will appear if we conlider theſe 

iptures following 3 The Phariſees ask Chriſt, If z# w-re 
lewſul to heal on the Sabbath day ? that they might accuſe him, 
Matth. 12. 10. and his anſwer is this, bat min is there among 
you thet ſhall have one ſheep, and if it fall into @ pit on the Sab- 
bath day will be not lay bil on it and lift it out ? verſ. 11. How 
much then is a man: better then @ ſheep ? wherefore it is lawſul to 
do well on the Sabbath dayes , verl. 12. Mark. 34. Again the 
Phariſees told Chriſt that his diſciples did that which was 
not lawful , becauſe they pull the ears of Corn upon the 
Sabbath day, Mark. 2. 24. But mind the anſwer of Chriſt, 
Have ye not read what David did when he was an hungry and 
bad need, bo- he entred into the bouſe of God , and did eat the 
Shew-5reed,which is not law/ul for any to eat but the Prieſt)? ver, 
25. 26. Matth. 12. 3, 4. Or have ye not read in the Law, thas 
the Prieſts in the Temple prophane the Sabbath dayes and are 
blameleſs? ver. 5. It was not unlawful topluck the cars of 
Corn when they went through their neighbours field , for 
that they might do by the Law of God , Det. 23. 25. and 
that the Phariſecs knew very well ; but they thought it was 

D 2 unlaw- 
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unlawful becauſe they did it upon the Sabbath day : but 
mark the anſwer of Chriſt how he clezred the diſciples, ir 
was unlawful for David to cat the Shew-bread , but he was 
an hungry and hadneed, and therefore to be excuſed; for if 
the diſciples had puld the ears of Corn ( when they had no 
necd) upon the Sabbath day , it had becn doing of ncedlef 
work, and fo had been unlawful : but the Text ſaith they 
were an hungry , therefore they might do it, it being a work 
of mercy as Davids wasz and the ſame may be ſaid of the 
Prieſts prophaning the Sabbath , who notwithſtanding are 
ſaid tobe blameleſſe, their p:eparing the ſacrifices was aloy- 
ed, which work in it ſelf would have been counted a ſervile 
work, but that it was for ſucha mercitul end, (viz) the 
fins of the people © therefore ſaith Chriſt , bad ye known what 
this meaneth I will bave mercy and not ſarrifice , you weuld nt 
bave condemned the guiltleſs, verl. 9, Cleerly proving that the 
Sabbath was to be obſerved ( but not ſo as to break ancther 
command , to negle& mercy which the Pharifces would do, 
Mat. 23 23. ) and that his diſciples injſheying mercy to their 
bodies were no Sabbath-breakers. 

Further obſerve what Chriſt ſaith , Mark. 2. 2 7, The $4 
bath was made for man, and not mn for the Sabbath; the Pha- 
riices made themſelves {lives and bond-men , by making the 
Sabbath a yoak (whereas it (hould have been a delight, Iſq. 
58. 13.) by ſuperſtitious outlide performances, as though man 
had bcen made for the Sabbath ; but Chriſt tells them it was 
made for man , that is, for the good and bericfic of man that 
man might reſt from his own Iabours and be refreſhcd, | 8 
the Lord was , Exed. 31. 17. ] and thus you fee how clearly 
our Lord hath given the ſenſe of this Law : it is lawful to do 
well upon the Sabbath day , to viſite the fick and to heal 
them, and todo works cf mercy to our own and others bo 
dies, the Sabbath being made for man. 

5. Jeſus Chriſt declares himſelf to be Lord even of the 
Sabbath day, Matth. 12. 8. and he takes his title thus, the 
Sabbath, \_ith he, was made for man, and not man forthe 
Sabbath, therefore the ſon of man. is Lord even of the Sab- 
bath day, Mark 3. 29. and here ſecms to be two thingy from 


whence Chriſt takes this title : Firſt , the Sabbath was ww 
0 
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for man; that is as before was {aid, for 44am and (o for al 
men, being made for him betore his fall ; now Chri(t be- 


ing the ſon of man , the chiet man or ſecond 44am,the man Sabbath doth 
of Gods right hand , the heir of all things js ofright Lord no more wake 
even of the Sabbath. 2. The Sabbath was made for man, i* void then 


that is, for the good of man and in-mercy to man , as is ſaid f 
before, therefore Chriit being the Authcr of all good, the gi- 
rerof all m:rcy, he is Lord of ic and therefore Chriſt doth 


net (light the Sabbath (as ſom? do imagine ) by ſaying he js doth make 
Lord of icy as though he were not to keep it , or that his in- the S'pper 


tent were to change it ; that were to (trip himlelt of his ticle, 
cr elle to- enticule himſelf Lord of that which was not : 
but in that it is ſaid Chriſt is Lord of ths Sabbath , it 
proves the Sabbath to be in force , as Chrilt proves the 
refurreion , Mark. 12. 26, 27. I am the God of Abraham, 
the God of Iſaac, the God of Facth : he is not the G:d of the dead 
but of the living 3 ſo Chriſt is Lord of the Sabbath diy, he is 
not Lord of dead Types, and ſhadows or of that which is not 
in being, but he is Lord of the lively Oracles, of which 1 con- 
ceive the Sabbath. is one, Ad. 7. 38. 

04j. But did not Chriſt break the Sabbath and teach men 
ſotodoin bidding the impotent man take up his bed and 
_ , it being unlawful co carry a burthen pon the Sab- 

ath day? 

als? The Scribes and Phariſees faid ſo indeed , and that 
his bed was a burthen, but they were very untit Judges , they 
being ignorant of the right obſerving of the Sabbath, and 
ſaught likewiſe to take advantage againſt Chriſt in his words 
ad ations; their ſaying the mans bed was a burthzn , and 
thatit was unlawful for him to carry it doth prove no more 
that ſo it was, then their ſaying that the diſcipls brake the 
Sabbath in plucking the cars of Corn , and Chritt in healiay 
the diſeaſed : but was not this a work of mercy, the man hi- 
ling lien lame ſo long in th2 porch now being cured ? Was 
it-not meet that he ſhould be releaſed from the place, and take 
bis bed with him to ly: upon at night? for its likely he had 
noother. And who can ſay.that his b:d was a burthen, for 
In ſome Countries that which they call their b:d is no hea- 
iler then a good Cloak or Coat; b.t conlider what groile 

wickedneſlc 
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wickedneſſe naturally lows from this opinion, The objefters 
themſelves and all muſt acknowledge that the whole Lyy 
was in force till the death of Chriſt , the very ſhadows till he 
nailed them to his Cro's ; then the fourth Cun:mandmenz 
doubtlefſe was in full force : now to ſay thi: Chr | brake 
ic, and taught men fo, is co ſay, Chritt tinned and raught men 
to lin; for lin is the tranſgrellion of the Law , and this root 
up 1edemption by Chriit ; for it Chriſt was a linaer he could 
not be a Saviour, le had not been a meet-otfering for the 
tins of others it he had been a linner himſelf ; but he was offe- 
redup a Lamb without ſpot, | Heb. 7. 36. 1 Pet. 1, 19.] and 
was made lin torus, that knew no tio, | 2 Cor. 5. _ And 
theretore this ob;eftion is fo groſs that every ſincere h:art 
that ſees the tendency of ic will not touch ic; and indeed! 
had 10: mentioned ir here , but that many thrcugh weaknek 
have taken it up as a (ufhcient ground to prove the making 
void the Sabbath, for wanc of looking into the bottom ofit, 
6 Another ground to prove che Sabbath yet to be in force 
may be taken from the words of Chriſt to his diſciples, Mett. 
24. 30. But pray y- that your flight be not in winter , nor on the 
Sabbath day ; which is part of the anſwcr Ctritt gave them 
when they came privately to him to ask him when the de- 
firution of the Temple ſhould be, the tignes of his coming 
and the end of the world. It is generally conceived that this 
part of Chrilts anſwer, relates to the deſtruQion of feraſe- 
lem , and indced that is the (horteſt time that can be thought 
it relates unto , as doth appear by the queſtion which wa 
asked him ; but ſuppoſe it fo, doth it not plainly appear from 
hence, that the Sabbath was to remain in ful! force, afterthe 
death of Chriſt > The deſtruftion of Feruſalem being about 
40. years after the death of Chritt, and yet he commands his 
diſciples to pray that their flight be not in the winter , ne 
ther on the Sabbath day; now can we chink that Chril 
would lay tuch a foundation for ſuperſtition , as though the 
Sabbath was to be at the ruin of Feruſalem , when it was to 
ceale at his death ; or can we think-thar Chriſt would teach 
his diſciples to pray falſe , or to pray that their flight ſhould 
not be on the Sabbath , when indeed there was tobe no Sad- 
bath ; this is groſs to imagine, but as {ure as winter wast0 
remain 
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remain\winter, ſo the Sabbath was to remain the Sabbath, 
and if their flight had been upon it, it would have been the 
more tedious , ir being a day of reftand retre(hment,to them 
wherein they uſed to rejoyce and praile the Lor1, as it ap- 
pears by that Pſalm or ſong for the Sabbath day , Pſabm. 92. 
But al:hough this Scripture looks to the deſtruRion of Feru- 
ſalem, yet I conceive it looks further , even to that diſtreſs 
that Ferwſul«91 (hall be in at the ſecond coming of Chriſt, and 
that for theſe reaſons 3 

Firſt, thoſe things that Chriſt ſpake of , were accompliſhed 
ina mea'urein the Apoſtles dayes, and yet they arc not com- 
pleatly fulfilled ; for inſtance , Chriſt tuld his diſciples that 
they ſhould be.delivered up to be killed, and they thould be 
hated of all Nations for his name ſake ; this was in the A- 
poſtles dayes and hath been ſince, and falſe Prophets did a- 
riſe then, and (ſo they have ſmce then, verſ. 4. 11. So that thoſe 
things which Chriſt ſpake lookt to ſeveral times, and there- 
fore | conceive he ſaith in verſ. 24. Verily I ſay unto you this 
generation ſhall not paſſe till all theſe things be fulfilled ; and fo 
| judge, what he ſpake concerning Feraſalem had not only re- 
{peſt to that deſtruRtion that came upon lt in that generati- 
on, but alſo to that great calamity that ſhould be upon it in 
the laſt dayes. 

2, This will more plainly appear,if we confider the words 
of Chriſt, But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter nor ou 
the Sabbath day, for then ſhall be great tribalation, ſuch as 
” nt ſince the beginning of the world to this time , n9 nor ever 
fellbe, ver. 24. Now with this compare, Zacb.14. 2. Fer T 
vill rather all nations againft Feruſalem t: battle, and the City 
hullbe taken , and the houſes rifled , and the women rawiſhed. 
and at the 2, verſe it is ſaid, then ſþ.:l! the Lord go forth and 
fight againſt thoſe nations as when he ſouzht in the day of vattle, 
nnd bis feet ſhall ftand in that day upon the mount of Olives, 
rl.4. Wich this compare, Dan. 12. 1. And at that time hal! 
Michae! ſtand up the great Prince which tandeth for the children 
of ity people, and there ſhall be @ time of trouble ſuch as never 
i ſince there was a nation even to that ſame time, ad at that 
ne thy people ſhall be delivered, every one that ſhall be found 
Witten iz: the book, , and many of them that ſleep in the duſt ſhall 
au ske, 
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awake,ſome to everlaſting life,& ſome to ſhame & contenpt,ver.s, 
Now it that deſtruftion of Feruſalem produced ſuch grea 
trouble as never was, nor ever lhould be again ; how isic 
that there (hall be ſuch great trouble as never was ſince there 
was a nation ? when Michael ſtands upto deliver his people 
every one that is written in the book , and ernſalem is taken 
and the houſes rifled , and women raviſhed , when the Lord 
comes torth to fight againſt thoſe nations , and his feet (hall 
ſtand upon the mount of Olives, according to that in 46:1, 
11. So ſhall be come in like manner as ye bave ſeen bim go inq 
Heaven , and when the ſeventh Angel poures out hisvid, 
Rev.16.19, 18. which time I conceive is one and the ſane 
with that in Zach. and Dan. and the Angel is Micheel the 
great Prince which Daniel ſpeaks of , whoſe feet ſhall ſtand 
upon the mount of Olives, then is the time of great troubl, 
and ſuch an eaiih-quake as was not fince men were upon the 
face of thecarch ſo mighty an carth-quaxe ar.d fo greatz þ 
that tome it appears that theſe three Scriptures do coreſpond 
with the words of Chriſt pointing our rhe ſaii.c time: andif 
ſo then the Sabbath ſhall remain till the coming cf Chrit, 
and fo ſhall ſtand till Heaven and Earth paſic , according to 
thatin Matth. 5. and for ever andever, accordin: t»thatin 
Pſal. m1. 8. and the deſtruftion of Feruſa/em ſeems to bra 
Type ot that great deſtruftion that ſhall be at Chrilts appear- 
ance : and as feruſalem was taken when ſum: from all 
tions were gathered together, as hiftory reports , andon the 
Sabbath day it was deſtroyed ; ſo it appears that theitrengi 
of the Saints will be gathered together to Feruſulen, becul 
all Nations will gathcr againſt it, and Feruſacms ſtraight 
will be upon the Sabbath day , as ſeems to appear by ti 
wc rds of Chrift , for then, ſaith he, ſhall be great tribulatr 
on ſuch as never was; (then when,) why when chcirfigh 
{hall be upon the Sabbath day , and this great tribulation! 
when Jeruſalem (hall be taken, the houſes rifled, and the w& 

men raviſhed, as was ſaid before ; at which time Michael 
ſtand up and fight againſt thoſe Nations, as when be faughi" 
the day of battle , and the flain of the Lord (hall be many , tv 
from one end of the earth even to the other , cr. 25. 31,3333 
and the mount of Olives ſhall cleave in the midſt thereof, Zac. 
144 
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14. 4+ and there ſhall be a very great valley , unto which the 
Saints (ball flee, verl. 5. then (hall the Sabbath be ſwallowed 
up in the great Sabbath or thouſand years, that glorious and 
boly reſt which the Saints ſhall enter into and live and reign 
with Chriſt a thouſand years, verſ[. 9. and 20. Rev.10.4. 

7. Another ground is taken from the praftile of Chriſts 
dilciples after his death, Luke 23. 5, 6. And they returned and 
prepared ſpices and oyntments , and reſted the Sabbath day ac- 
cording 10 the Commandment. Some ſay if we do obſerve the 
Sabbath we muſt do all thoſe facritices which the Jews did 
upon it , but at this time the vail of the Temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom , and the ſhadows were 
done away by the body of Chriſt, and yet they kept the Sab- 
bath , and not through fear or ignorance, bur according to 
the Commandment, which is to re(t from their labours, and 
ſo they did; for the Text ſaith, they returned and refted, there 
is no ſacrifice expreſſed in the Commindment. The ſtranger 
and the cattle was toreſt the Sabbath, Exo, 20, 10. ſo that the 
Sabbath was commanded and obſerved before any of thoſe 
facritices were commanded to be otfered upon it , but be- 
cauſe the Jews did (uch ſervice upon the Sabbath day as they 
were a typical people , it deth not follow that this was any 
partof the Commandment, and therefore we zre toreſt as 


. thoſe diſciples did, according tothe Commandment : and it 


is remarkable that the Holy Gholt ſhould leave this upon re- 
cord , which would not have been 1 am perſwaded , had the 
Sabbath then been abolitht ; he doth not only ſay they re- 
turned and reſted the Sabbath day, but to prevent all miftakes 
leaſt it ſhould be thought they did ic ignorantly or ſuperſici- 
ouſly, or for fear of the Jews, he ſaith they did it groundedly 
(that is) according to the commandment. 

0j. But the diſciples were met together upon the firſt 
day ofthe week, and Chriſt appeared to them, 7obn 20. 9g. 

Anſw. Iris true they were aſſembled together ow the ſame 
day at even being the firſt day of the week , and the door ſhut, 
and the cauſe is Jaid down why fo they were ; namely for 
tear of the Jews : and ſome of the diſciples, as 1 ſaid betore, 
kept the Sabbath the day before , and | think we cannor 


reaſonably imagine but thoſe did that were together on - 
E lir 
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firſt day, for they did frequently correſpond together, thai 
manifeit ; but what doch their being rogether on the firf 
day at even, and Chrifts appearing to them prove for the 
obſervation of the firſt day, more then his appearing to them 
cight days after, and his appearing to them the third time 
early in the morning when they were a fiſhing , Fob. 24. 4 5, 
for the obſervation of theſe dayes? It was neceſſary that Chrif 
ſhould appear to his diſciples on the firſt day of the week;thit 
his word might be fulhlled of his ariling the third day, and 
that they might boldly witneſs the ſame. 

Obj. Bur the diſciples came rogether on the firſt day of 
-> week , and did break bread , and Pax/ taught unto then, 

- 20. 

Anſw. This is all the mecting or preaching that ever we 
tind was upon the firſt day , except the diſciples be ing toge- 
ther for fear of the Jews, mentioned before that meeting, wa 
atevening ; ſo this ſeems to be , becauſe when they cameto- 
gether Pau/ preached ewith them and continued his ſpeech un- 
til midnight ; is is not likely then that they obſerved theday 
and came together in the morning , ſecinz he continued h's 
ſpecch fo long. And ſecondly, as we have the caulc of thedil- 
ciples being together with their doors (hut, ſo we havethe 
cauſe of this meeting z Pax was ready to depart on the mor- 
row , verſ. 7, upon an extraordinary occation, Pau! having 
many things to communicate to them, as appears by his dil- 
courling with them till midnight , and talking till break of 
day, verſ. : 1. But that which makes the ObjeGers lay ſuch 
ſtreſs upon this Text, is becauſe the diſciples came rogether 
to break bread, which they judge to be the Lords Supper. 
Suppoſe it were ſo, what doth this make for the obſervation 
of the firſt day , more then Chrilts firſt inſticuting the ſupper 
upon the ftch day of the week (as is generally conceived,) 


doth make for the obſervation of it ? But there is no proot 


that this was the Supper of the Lord that they came to per- 
take of, but k ſeems to be ſuch breaking of bread as the war- 
gin of ſome Bibles refers unto. As the 2. 45. They continues 
dayly with one accord in the Temple, and breaking bread from 
bouſe to houſe , did eat their meat with gladneſſe of heart. ( S0 
Luc, 24-30 35+) And it is explained what breaking of breadit 

was, 
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was verſ. x1. where itis ſaid when he was come up again and 
had broken bread and eaten , and talked a good while till 
break of the day he departed : here is cating and talking, it 
isnot (ulemnized as the Supper of the Lord : but ſome would 
have this common breaking of bread, and the other in verſe 7. 
tobe the Supper 3 ic is very unlikely that here ſhould be two 
ſorts of breaking of bread at one time by the ſame perſons, 
and yet nothing ſpoke diſtinitly by which we might know 
the one trom the other , ſo that the moſt that can be ſaid, is 
but a ſuppoſition; it cannot be proved that this was the Lords 

r, And how weak a ground this is for the obſervation 
ofthis day as a Sabbath, or more then any other day , or to 
limite the adminiſtration of the Supper to this day, 1 leave to 
the truly wiſe in heart to judge. 

0bj. But the Church had their gatherings upon the firlt 
day ofthe week , from which it appears that ic was the day 
that they met together upon, 1 Cor. 16. 2. 

Anſw. The words are theſe , Upon the firſt day of the week, 
let every one lay by bins in ftore, «s God hath proſpered him, thet 
there be no gatherings when I come. Here' is no prot for their 
meeting together , but rather on the contrary every ofie of 
them was to lay by him in ſtore as God had proſpered him; 
nopubſique gathering but private laying up ; but becauld the 
Apoſile ſaith in the cloſe of the verſe, that there be no gathe- 
rings when I come, therefore it is thought the Scripture can- 
not be ſo underſtood , becauſe it would not prevent gathe- 
rings: but is this fair when a Text of Scripture ſtands alone 
toput ſuch a ſenſe upon it, as doth plainly contradift the 
very letter of it, akin it faith , let every one of you lay by 
bimin flore? then to ſay the meaning is to have pablique 
gatherings and but one ſtore, and would not the end ofthe 
Apoltle be fully anſwered , namely, to have no gatherings if 
each of them did lay by themin a flore (as God had proſpe- 
rd them in the world,) ready againſt the Apoſtle came, they 
knowing of his coming ? and when he came was it not as ca- 
he to carry it with them to him , as for us to carry our Bibles 
toameecting, and what need would there be then of gathe» 
rings ? And this wayſvof giving would not be Phariſec-like, 
but according to the words of —_ , Mat. 6, 11. Take _ 

2 that 
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that you do net your alms before men to be ſeen of them, (th.ryi| 
Jou have no reward of your Father which is in Heaven; but whey 
tbou doeſt thixe almes let nt thy left hand know what thy right 
hand doth, verl. 3. that thine almes may be in ſecret , and tly 
Father which ſeeth i« ſecret bimſelf ſhall reward thee open|),ver.y, 

= But 7obx was in the ſpirit upon the Lords day, (and 
had that glorious revelation upon it ) which is conceived to 

be the firſt day of the week, Kev. x 10. 

Anſw. It is cruc , ob was m the ſpirit on the Lords dy, 
but the queſtion will be what day that was ; if any one of the 
ſeven it mult be the Sabbath, for no other day is localledbu 
it z God calls it his Holy Day, I/ay. 58. 13. and Chriſt faith 
he is Lord even of the Sabbath day; andifſo, then it is his 
day, for he is Lord of it, and that by way of cminency, oc 
as ſome would have it to ſhew that he is Lord of every mh 
as it is the Sabbath ; for ſo it is ſaid the Son of Man is Lord 
even of the Sabbath day. So that this notion that the Lords 
day is the firſt day, is meerly taken up on truſt one from an- 
other,wichout one word in the Scripture to prove it (o, 

Ob. Bur it wil be yet obje&ed by thoſe that are for no Sab- 
bath,from the words of the Apoſtle,Col, 3.1 6.Let no was there- 
fore judge you in meat or m1 drink, or in reſped of a boly day, orof 
the new Moon,or of the Sat bath days,wbich are a ſhadow of things 
to come , but the body is of Chriſt ; from whence it is concluded 
that the Sabbath was but a ſhadow, and none are to be jud- 

Torre of ed for not obſerving of ir. 

(ach$abba chy 4#ſ#+ There were Holy-dayes and Sabbaths beſides the 
25 were a fha- ſeventh day Sabbath , or the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, 
dow of things for ſo it is called in the commandment, as doth appear inLe- 
ro come, but gy, 23. 39, now becauſe it is implyed in thz words of the&- 
= _ poſtle that Sabbaths were ſhadows and done away by the bo- 
com. dyof Chrilt , doth it therefore follow that all Sabbaths were 
memoration ſo, any more then where the words of the Apoſtle implies 
of ſomerhing that-men (hall be ſaved , proves that all men ſhall belſaved; 
paſt ro wit the and if we conlider the verſes before it will plainly appear that 
work of crea” the Apoſtle is not ſpeaking of any of the Ten Command 
von, 2 aP- ments : in the 15. verſe the Apoſtle is ſpeaking to the Gen- 


ns 3 h a [ 
nd tiles, ſhewing how they were dead in their (ins, and in the 


ment*- unciccumciſion of their fleſh , but now quickened by Cho 
an 
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and all their treſpaſſes forgiven them. In the x4. verſe he 
ſhews what further benefic they, had by the death of Chriſt, 
bloting out the hand-writing of Ordinances , which was a- 
gainſt us, and contrary to us, he took it out of the way nail- 
ing it to his croſs z and the Seripture upon which the obje- 
&ion is botromed, hath its dependence upon this, and comes 
in with a therefore let no man judge you in meats and drinks, 
and ſo forch ; as though the Apoſtle had ſaid, foraſmuch as 
Chriſt hath blotceed que & nailed to his croſs thoſe ordinan- 
that were again{t you which are Gentiles, you are not to 
4 judged for this-non-performance of them. Now the Ten 
Commandments were never againit the Gentiles nor contra- 
rytothem, for the ſame Apoſtle ſaith the matter of them 
was written in. their hearts, a8 was ſaid before, and they did 
by nature the-things cormained in them ,, and therefore they 
were not contrary to them; but circumciſion and other or- 
dinances ſtood as a wall againſt the Gentiles , which Chriſt 
brake down by taking them out of the way and nailing them 
to his cro(s , having aboliſhr, in bis fleſh the enwity even.the 
Law of Commandments: contained in- Ordinances , for © 
make in himſelf of ewain one. new-,man ſo making peace that 
he might reconcile both unto-God in one body by the Croſs, 
having (lain the enmity thereby , Eph. 2.15, 16. Sothat itis 
clear the Apoſtle is ſpeaking of ſuch Commandments as are 
contained in Ordinances,and nor thoſe Commandments that 
are ſo eminently diſtingaiihe from, O:dinances 3 bur thoſe 
Ocdinances which were azainlt the Gentiles and- made them 
and the Jews two , as meats: and drinks, New-Moons and 
Holy-dayes, and Sabbath- daygs, Chrilt by his blood having 
taken theſe away hath ,made them one ; but that the Ten 
Conmandmenes ſhould be {truck- at there is no ;culouc in 
this Scripture for it , or that the Sabbath, ſhould only be-ta- 
ken out from them , & nailed to the Croſs wich New-Moons, 
meats and drinks, and other ſhadows and Ocdinances, which, 
were againft man,when as Chr ilt ſaith the Sabbath was made 
for man ; ſo that in this place there is no proof for the abro- 
gating of this Command of God. 3 a Nas 
0b. Buthow is it that the Apoſtle faich Roy, 24. 5, 6. that 
one man obſerves one day above another , another. obſerves 
every 
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every day alike , and yet he doth not blame either of then, 
Anſw., | make no doubt but if the controverlie here ha 
been about the Sabbath , whether ir were to be obſerved os 
no ? but it would have been plainly expreſt and not paſt over 
fo {lightly : but the Apoſtle is peaking of indifferent ting, 
which men were not to be judged for their doing or not 
ing , and not of Commindments. But becauſe it is ſaid tha 
ſome clitecrn every day alike, therefore ſomes conclude that 
this takes in the Sabbath day z but we mult compare Scri« 
pture with Scripture, and find out ſuch a ſenſe as may bring 
chem into a harmony, and ſometimes inceeprer general terny 
by reſtritive Scriptures : for inſtance, Chriſt bids his diſc 
p cs go preach the Goſpel to every Creature 3 we muſt under- 
and it thus,to every creature that is in a capacity to hearthe 
Goſpel: The Apoſtle faith that every Creature of God is good 
and nothing to be refuſed; now ſome are poiſon and are tobe 
refuſed , but his meaning is every Creature that is catableir 
good and not to be refuſed. So here every day is alike, that 
is _y _— day, which God hath made alike , butthe 
ſeventh day he hath ſan&ified and made it a Sabbath of ref, 
and (o not like the otherzand this interpretation is according 
to the Scripture , Exod. 16. 4. Behold I will rain bread from 
Heaven for you, and the people ſhall go out and gather # certain 
rate every dey: and in-verſe 12. They gathered every motning 
every man according to bis eating , yet on the Sabbath day there 
was none to gather. And in our common ſpeech it is ſo,we call 
the {1x dayes cvery day z men ſay, we work every day or we 
eravil ſo far every day , when they mean only the fix dayes 
that they count working dayes. So the Apoſtle ſpeaking to 
them that kept the Sabbath ſpeaks in the ſame Janguage, and 
we have no ground co think otherwiſe, for there is no Scri- 
pture that we find before this that hath any ſeeming dillike 
againſt the obſervation of the Sabbath, but much on the con- 


trary. 
0k: Ye obſerve dayecs and years and times and months, | 
am afraid of you lcalt ] have beſtowed upon you hbour in 
vain, Gal. 4. 10, 11. 
 Anſw. This cannot be underſtood that the Apoſtle here 
ſtrikes at the meer obſervation of dayes, a thing of ſuch dan- 
gerous 
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gerous conſequence , for he would not have them judged that 
obſerved one day above another , in Row. x4. 5, 6. and in 
this place he himſelf judges theſe as perſons that had fo far 
degenerated that he was afraid that he had beftowed upon 
them labour in vain , but it is manifeſt thar theſe Galatians 
were gone back tocircumcifion,&lo were debters ro the whole 
Law ſeeking juflification thereby, Chap.s. 2, 3, 4. and ſothey 
obſerved days and years according to theLaw that was a (ha- 
dow of good things to come, ſolemnizing the days & months 
and years with thole things that were appointed for them, as 
burnt-off: rings, me:t-offeringe, the waving of the ſheaf , the 
Paſſeover and unleavened bread, and the like, as you may ſee 
at large. Lev. 23.$,9,10,11.and ſoon; for they could not be 
laid to obſerve times and months and ycers, according to the 
Law, except they did ſuch ſervice; and this gave the. Apolile 
juſt ground to fear that he had beſtowed on them labour in 
rain 2 But to imagine that to obſerve the Sabbath according 
tothe Commandment, or to obſerve a day volunrarily the 
Lord, is ſo dangerour, is contrary both to Scripture & reaſon. 

0bj, We which believe are entred into reſt which the Sab - 
bath was but a Type of, as appears by the words of the A- 
poltle, Heb. 4. 3. 

Anſw. If eternal reft by faith b: the Anticype of the Sb» 
dith, the Sabb ith ceaſed to be in forceto every man, ſo ſoon 
35 they believed : which is ridiculcus to think and contrary 
tothe current of Scriptures; but the Apoſtle ſaith , Ie which 
di believe do enter into reſt , for he that is entred into bis 11ſt 5s 
creaſed from bis cwa works, as God did from his, v.r\[. 10. Let 
labour there fore to enter intothat reſt, leſt any maa fall aſter the 
txemple of wnbelief, verſ. 1. Mind this Chap. well and Iam 
perſwaded you will ſee that the drift of the Apoſtle in men- 
tioning the ſeventh day here is but to amplih: , and fer forch 
that perſe& reſt which chey that b:1izve do and ſhall enj »y, of 
which the Land of Canean was bur a Type, and to (hew thar 
Gods reſt was before the Land of Canaan, verl. 4. and that 
yet there remains a reſt to the people of God : and as God did 
reſt the ſeventh day from all his works, ſo they that enter into 
reſt do ceaſe from their own works, as God did from his; and 


this is not as ſoon as men belicye , for the Apoſtle provokes 
himſelt 
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himſelf and others to labour : to enter into it which were 
believers, and therefore if you will have the Sabbath a Type 
from this Scripture, though it is no where ſo called, it muf 
be a Type of cternal reſt which Saints do enter into when 
they ceaſe from their own works, as God did from his , and 
that willnot be cill they lay down this Tabernacle, which 
will zot hurt the thing aſſerted ; And indeed I cannot deny 
but the Sabbath 's an carnelt of that reſt , and Saints thatare 
ipiritaal in the « blcrvation of it tind it fo, and ot great uſe to 
put them in mind of that gloriqus reſt, as the bread and wine 
in the Supper of the Lord puts us in mind of the ſufferings of 
Chriſt ; {o this being a day of reſt and delight, being ſtript of 
all worldly incumbrances, and devoted to the Lord topryy 
unto him, and to praiſe his Holy Name , and to meditate up 
on Heaven and Heavenly glory. 

Obj. But many fay if the Sabbath be in force, then thepe- 
nalty muſt nceds b:ſo, and then thoſe that do not keepit 
mult b2 {toned ; therefore chis opinion is dangerous, and will 
lead Saints to deſtroy one another. 

Anſw. This is a very gaſtly objeQion , but indeed itis2 
very weak one; I do not tind that any more then one ws ſto. 
ned, and it was for prefumptious' breaking of the Sabbuk: 
but ſuppoſe that penalty be in force, every Saint is nota Ma- 
giltrate to pur it in execution ; if a Saint ſhould kill a man, 
Saints as they are Saints are not to execute him , all that they 
can do is to end:avour his repentance , bur it belongs to the 
true Magiltrate to infli& the puniſhment : & the pena] Laws 
of God take hold of preſumptious ſinners , not for (ins 
iznorance; and ther. fore it is not to b: thought that anypu- 
niihment will be inflifed upon any for breach of the Sab- 
bath till ic be univerſally acknowledged; ſo then if God hath 
annexed death to the breakers of it , doubtleſs it will be jult 
but we find in Nebemiabs time that although they had made 
a marker-day of the Sabbath, Treading of Win:-preſſes , leading 
of Aſhes, «nd ſelling of all manner of proviſiins upon it , yet he 
doth but contend with them , he contends with both Jews & 
Gentiles, the Nublcs of Fuda# and the men of Tyre , but in- 
lifts no puniſhment upon either , Nebe. 13. 4 5,16,19,21, But 
what a ſtrange thing 1s this that men ſhould count it a dan 

gerous 
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gerous opinion , to hold that the Sabbath is wax in force be- 
cauſe of the penalty ; ſuppoſe it be ſo,the ſame may be ſaid of 
the reſt of the Commandments : for inſtance the fir Com- 
mandment is , Thow ſhalt bave no other Gods but me ; he that 
worſhipped a ſtrange God was to be pur to death : now ſhall 
we not own this Commandment , becauſe the breakers of it 
wire ſo puniſhed ; againghe that ſheddeth mans blood,by man 
hall his blood be (hed : now is there any danger in the own- 
ing of this command, Thou ſhalt do no!murder , becauſe the pu- 
nilhmenc is in focce to03 again, the fifth Commendment is Ho- 
war thy fatber and tby mother , but be that curſed father or mo; 
ther was to be put to death : now (hall we not honour father and 
mother , and ſo ſhall we break this Commandment, becauſe 
this puniſhment belongs to the breakers of ic? So that this ob- 
xQion is of no weight nor uſe at all , except it be as a bears+ 
kin put upon the truth to afright children away, leaſt they 
ould look into it. 

0bj. But we do not find any of the Apoſtles urge this com- 
mand in any of their Epiſtles, namely, th.t the Sabbath day 9, ;; ic is in 
ould be obſerved. rhe margin of 

Anſw. Neither do we find that the Apoſtles urged the 1. 2; ſome Bibles, 
or 3. Command in particular as laid down in the Table, bur har Law 

- , +1, Which (aid 

they are frequently urged in the general, as in Row. 7. 12.Ch., 
13. 8,9,10. and generals comprehend particulars: and Fames ir aquitery, 
ſaith, IF beſeever ſhall keep the wbole Law , and yet offend in one (aid do nor 
point is guilty of all ; and he proves it thus, becauſe be thet ſaith kill; fo rhar 
6 not commit adultery, ſaith a!ſo donot kyll : now if thou commit =_ Þ ou mem 
wadultery, yer if thou kill , tbou art become @ tranſgreſior of the ,.. 1:6: 
Ley, The Gan argument may be drawn for the thing in guiſhr from 
hand, he that ſaith do not commit adultery,faith alſo keep the other Laws» 
Sabbath ; now if thou commit no adultery , yet if thou break 21d they are 
the Sabbath,thou art become a tranſgreſſor of the Law,Chap. - = gg 
» 10,11. And Paul ſaith, Circumciſion is nothing nor uncircam- web, fe 
cifion is notbing , but the keeping of the Commandments of God, Law-maker 
1 Cor. 9. 19. Fobn faith in his firſt Epiſtle Chap. 5. 2, 3. By doth by one 
thi we know that we love the Children of God when we love God and che lame 


end keep bis Commandments, ſor this is the love of God that we RN prog 


keep bis Commandments , and bis Commandments are not griev- go1j 1s the 
«w ;and if the Apoſtles had not ons a word to this com-ocher. 
man 
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mand in general nor in particular , *tis no ground for us ts 
lay it by, except the obſervation of ic were forbidden} ecaule 
it is ſo plainly commanded by God, explained by Chritt, oh. 
ſerved by his diſciples both before and after his duath, asny 
ſaid Aon and will fureher appear by and by. 

 Obj. We dv not find that any of the Churches kept the 
Sabbath. 

Anſw. That is no proof that they did not keep it, but* 
clear that the Church of Feruſ«!em kept it, though it isny 
plainly cxpreft, for they were ſo zealous for the very cuſtony, 
that Paxlis counſeled to puritic himſelf, leaſt they ſhould be 
offended at him, 42.21, 21, 24. now if they were for the ob- 
ſervation of thoſe things that were but ſhadows , there iz ng 
doubt but they were very ftri& for the obſervation of the $ab. 
bath; and if there were fuch offence taken againſt Paul for 
preaching againſt circumeifion and the cuſtoms, we need nat 

ueſtion but if the Sabbath had been preached againſt, but ye 
have heard a great noiſe of it in the Scriptures, and 

ſcen ſtrong convincing, reaſons why it was aboli(ht ;andit is 
as clear that the Apoſtles kept the Sabbath fince the reſurre- 
Rion of Chrift as beforc. Pau! went into the $ yn «gogue on the 
Sabbath day and ſate down , and after the reading of the Liv 
preacht the Gefpel, AR. 13. 14,15. and told them of the ig 
rence of thoſe that dwelt w wp al eme; of the woice of the Inpbet! 
which were read every Sabbath day, verl. 27. and the Gentile 
beſought bim that theſe wards might be tens ht to them the next 
Sabbath, verſ. 43. Ani the next Sabbath came almoſt the whole 
City together to bear the word of God , verl. 44. Sothat ins clear 
that the Sabbath was Paxbs reſting day and preaching day 
both to and Gentiles , that being the day that che Gen- 
tiles uſed to hear , and though they had a deſire to hearthe 
ſame words again, yet it muſt be next Szbbath ; and Pau ful 
fils their defire and preaches to them the next Sabbath , and 
almoſt the whole City came to hear ; Can we think thatif 
there had been no Sabbath , that Pax! would have counte- 
nanced them ſo in their ignorance ? Or if the firſt day had 
been a day that were obſerved, would he not have told them 
fo ?and that they might have heard the word before the nex! 
Sabbath : And: when Pex! came to Pbrlippi a Gentile ris 
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mind what is fai.i, 48.15. 12, 13. We were in that City abiding 
certain days, and on the Sabbath day we went out of the Gity by « 
rivcr fide where praycr w as wont to be made, and we ſate down 
and ſpake unts the women that reſorted thither; The ſeventh day 
hath its ttle ill, as is ſaid by the ſpirit in the Ads, ſpeaki 
ofcertair: dayes z this is fingled out and called the Sabba 
day with an account how they ſpent it, and the bleſſing they 
received upon it , they reſorted to the place of prayer and 
there they preached 3 and Lydias heart the Lord opened to 
attend to the words of Pan. Andin AG. 17. 2. it is Cid, That 
Peul, as his manner was, went 54 unto them, and three Sabbath 
deyes reaſoned with them out of the Scriptures. And when Paul 
came to Corinth, which was a Gentle City , he found Agrile 
a Jewand his wife Priſcilla ,, and becauſe they were of the 
ſame craft he abode with them, and wrought,tor by their oc- 
cupation they were Tent-makers, and be reaſoned in the Syne- 
gone every Sabbath day , cnd perſwaded the Fews aud Greeks, 
AR. 48. 2, 3,4. So that its manifcft that the Greeks kept the 
Sabbath as well as the Jews, and that though Paul wrought 
x his wrade and made Tents, yet he reſted every Sabbath day; 
and a8 we have an account how he ſpent histime, namelyin 
working at his trade , ſo we have an account how he ſpent 
thisrime to wit the Sabbath. Now if it be ſuch a ſtrong ar- 
gument for the obſervation of the firſt day , becauſe Pak/ 
ched upon ic once ; what is this for the obſervation of the 
eventh day , that Pau! did not only preach conſtantly _ 
it? but where ever the Spirit ſpeaks of it he calls it the Sab- 
bath day, wichout the leaſt hint that ſo he did rocondeſcend 
tothe weakneſs of others. And let it be ſhewed by the Scri- 
pture that the Apoſtles did countenance and own any ſhadow 
that was done away ſo as they owned and coun'enanced the 
keeping of the Sabbath 3 and therefore we may foilow the 
Apoſtles as they followed the Lord in this matter , chough 
we have not a expreſs word that the Churches kept it. And 
indeed I think I may fay in thiscaſc as the Apoitles ſaid in 
another caſc, that it would have been ſuperflous for the Apo- 
liles to have told any people in their time that ſuch or ſuch a 
Church res Sabbath ; ir being a truth not ſo much as 
queſtioned that we hear of , but 4 Y Gentiles _ _ 
2 erve 
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ſerved it.But now I ceaſc anſwering obj«Ctione, having roak 
to thoſe that are the moſt matcrial of them tliat I have heard, 
and [ ſtall proceed to another ground, | 

8. Conſider the bondage and (l:very that both man and 
beaft would be in It this doQtrine were received for truth, 
would it noF- how ever have this tendzncy to bring the 
world more into Athciſme? For min would not allow them 
felves , nor ſervants time to reſt in, nor to hear the word 
of God if they were perſwaded that there were no Sabbath; 
yea and the greateſt part of Saints are left to the mercy of 
mercyleſs men , moſt of them being children and wives and 
ſervants, and they cannot challenge a a in ſeven, nor aday 
in ſeventy, as their right to reſt upon and to workhip the Lord 
in from any command of God. if this doftrine be truetha 
the Sabbath is aboliſht ; and what is this buc to bring a yoak 
of bondage upon us,that neither we nor our fathers were able 
to bearz we {bould not ſo much as take notice of the time how 
ic goes in probability, for the way of numbering is by ſcrens 
But ſome will ſay it.is good to obſerve one day in ſeven, if it 
be not a conſtant day,that will be confeſſed for one to obſerve 
one day, and another to obſcrve another day ; others are for 
a ſeventh day to be conſtantly obſerved : but why not theſe 
venth day which God hath commanded, for the ſeventh day 
is the Sabbath ; it plainly appears that there is ſomething of 
the Table Law yet upon the Table of the hearts of moſt men 
though much worn out by much tranſgrefſien, for men gene- 
rally plead to. have one day in ſeven to reſt in,and yet becauſe 
of cuitome they contend againſt this Holy Juſt Law of Ged 
that was made in mercy for man. I am perſwaded in my «:- 
ry heart and that not without good ground, that if the {e- 
venth day had been obſerved as the firſt day is, that noma 
that owns the Scripture would have queſtioned wietherit 
ought to be obſerved orno ? or at Tealt no oppoſition would 
have been made againſt it; and when all is ſaid, cuſtom and 
worlsly intereſt are the two great things that ſtand in oppo- 
ſition to it. 

9. Andlaſtly, Conſider thoſe great and precious promiſe 
made to them that keep the Sabbath according to the inhide 
and ſpirituality of it; not that.we arc ſo to ſpiritualize _ 
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to make void the letter , but according to the lecter as Chriſt 
doth: for in(tance Te have heard, (aith Chriit, it bath Leen ſaid 
of old timzr, thou ſhalt not. commit adultery ;, but I ſay unto you 
whoſoe ver looketh OH 4a Woman and luſtetb after her hath ConMmmNt- 
ied adultery with ber in bis heart, Mit. 5.28. Now it it bea- 
dultery to luſt, duubtleſs ir is to a& , and this is forbidden in 
the Commandment, for the Commandment is, thu hall not 
commit adalfery ; but Chriit unfolds this Commandment,and 
gives ſuch a ſenſe of ic as rhe Scribes an4 Phariſees underſtood 
not. Again the ſixth Commandm:at is, Thou ſralt do no mur- 
ther; and Fobn ſaith , Whoſcever hateth bis brither is a murde- 
rer, 1 Joh, 3. x5. Now all murther was forbidden in the com- 
mand; but this was not underſtood to be murther , but Joby: 
opens the ſpirituality of the command : and the ſame may be 
ſaid of the fourth command , Remember the S.!hath to keep it 
Holy ; all ſervile work is forbidden in it, and chat the Paari- 
ſees underſtood ; but they did not und:ritand that works of 
mzrcy, as curing the ſick, healing the diſeaſed, might be done 
upon it: neicher did they underſtand that inward and fpiri- 
tual reſt that was held out in the command, as appears b/ the 


' words of the Lord , Iſay. 58. 13, 14. If thou turn «away thy foot 


fromthz Sabbath, from doing thy pleaſure upon my Holy dey, and 
call the Sabbath a delight, the Holy of the L1vd bonnrable , and 
ſhalt honour bim not doing thine own wayes, nor finding thine own 
Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own words. So that the Saints are 
not only to ceaſe from outward work in their callings, but 
allo from works that arc inward and ſpiritual'y wicked, that 
ſothe Sabbath might be a delight unto them, the Holy of the 
Lord honourable. And mark the promile that it is to ſuch 
Sabbath keepzrs, verſ. 14. Then ſpalt th: delight thy ſelf in the 
Lird, and I will cauſe thee to ride upon the high places of the 
eh, and will feed thee with the heritage of Facob thy father , 
for the m2uth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. Firſt, hey (hall delight 
thewſelves in the Lord, and that will make the Sabbath a de- 
light, Secondly , they ſhall ride upon the high places of the 
earth; the high places of the earth holds forth (as I conceive} 
the great oppolition whecher of great and mighty men , or 
great walled Cities , according to that in Det, 1. 38. it hath 
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thoa ſhalt ride upon them that is ſubdue and conquer them,as P/al. 48.4. 
Pſal.65.12. They ſhall tread wpon their high places : as in Dex, 33-39, 
They ſhall be as aſhes under the ſoles of their feet, Mal. 4. 3. Now when did 
the Lords people do ſuch work as this figce this propheſic ? or is tac 
yet to be fulfilled ? 

Again conſider whar the Lord faith, Iſay 56. 6, 7. Alſo the ſons of the 
ſtranger that joyn themſelves to the Lord to ſerve him , and to love the name 
of the Lord to be bis ſervants, every one that heepeth the Sabbath from pully- 
ting it , and taketh bald of my Covenant , even them will I bring to my Hh 
mountain, and make them joyful in my houſe of prayer ; their burnt-of6- 
rings and their ſacrifices ſhall be accepted upon mine Altar , for mine hue 
ſhall be called an houſe of prayer for ail people, By the ſons of the ſtran- 
gers I underſtand is here meant Genriles , who were ſtrangers tothe 
Common-wealth of Iſrael and a far off, but now made nigh by the 
blood of Chriſt , and fo they joyn themſcives ro the Lord and ſerve him, 
and love the name ofthe Lord ; theſe are ſuch as keep the Sabbath and 
rake hold of Gods Covenant, and it is ſuch a Sabbath as may be polued, 
and therefore not Chriſt as ſome would have it; now the promiſes that 
are made to theſe ſtrangers, do look ar clear Goſpel rimes. 

They ſhall be brought inro Gods Holy Mountain and there be made 
joyſul, when its ſo mountainous that irs che houſe of prayer for all peo- 
ple or for all nations , as Chriſt Gich Mar. 11.197. Ijay 56-8. again in 
verſ 2, Bleſſed be the man that doth this, and the ſon of man that lath 
hold on it that keepeth the Sabbath from poluting it , and keepeth bu bard 
from doing any evil, this ſaith the Lord unto the Eunuches that beey ny 
Sabbath, and chuſe the things that pleaſe me, and tabe h11d on my Covenant, 
even unto them will I give in my houſe a name and a place better then of ſans 
and daughters; I will give them an everlaſting nam: that ſhall not be a 
off, verſ. 2, 4, $+ The Eunuches arc ſuch as care for things that pleaſe 
the Lord , when the married ca:es for the rhings that plcaſe his wik, 
x Cor. 9.32,33-0r according to that in Rev. 14. 4. Theſe are they that were 
not defilled with omen, for they areVirgins , theſe ave they that follow the 
Lamb whereſnever he goeth ; they ſing as it wore a new ſorg , and yet itis 
old. its the ſong of Moſes the ſeat of God, and the ſong of rhe Lamb. kev 
15. 2,3. And when two parrs ſhall be cac off and dye, Zech. 13. 8. the 
Eunuches that keep the Sabbach ſhall have an cverlaſting name , which 
ſhall nor be cur 

Now ler us k it incredible that the Sabbath ſhould be yetin 
force, becauſe it hath been (© long laid by 3 ic hath been ſo with other 
truths and fo with this before now, it ſeemed tu be ſo out cf knowledge 
with Iſracl iu the wiiderncſs, that when rhe people had gathered twice 

as much Manna on the fixth day,they did not underſtand the meaning of 

jr, bur the Nobles came and told Moſes , Exod. 16. 22. and Moſes told 
them the thiag that rhe Lord had ſaid , thar ro morrow was the reftol 
the Holy Sabbath: And alſo after their coming our of Babylon when they 
had built the houſe of God and ſer'it in order, placing the Prieſts aud 
Levirs, and had choſen faichful men ro diſtribure the maintainance = 
t 
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their brethren, Neb. 13. 16, 13. In 4 word their reformation was much 
gout the light of ours , and is conſefſed by the enlighrened that it was 
a Type ofthis refor nation that the Lord hach b-guu am ngſt us in theſe 
Hes namely in bringing his people our of Ba%ylon, and building up of 
Siog and indeed as their ſms andours arcalike in many rhings (0 19 this, 
camely, in breaking rhe fourth; Commandment ; for Nebemiah faith in 
Chap: 13. 15. That in thoſe dayes be (aw in Fudab ſome treading Wins- 
5 n the Sabbath, and lading of Aſſes, ant bringing of Sheafs , as alſo 
Wme-grapes and Figs, and all manner of burthens which they brought int» 
Jeruſalem upon the Sabbath day , and h2 teRtified againſt them in the day 
wherein they ſold viFuals ; norwichſtanding all the reformation yer this 
wwſcenin Fudab,rhey had layed by th: obſervarian of the Sabbath, 
and had madE it a common working Marker-day , as you may ſee ar 
large in thar Chap. It was nor in vain therefore that the Lord ſaid , R-- 
member the Sabbath , he foreſeeing how ir would be ſleighted and for- 
not only by choſe thar were brought out of lizrecal Ba5y/an , bur 
alſo by thoſe rhar ſhon!d be broaghr our of ſpiritual Bahylon in the tatcer 
: bur when the day of the Lard burns as an oven, it will be re- 
membred ro ſome purpoſe, Mal. 4.4. In the mean time the Lord is ſtic- 
ring up ſome of his poor babes and ſucklings, ſuch he is pleaſed uſually 
todifcorer crutch unto ar the firſt breaking; out of ir, and they are to 
comend for ir though in much weaknets. 

But a werd ro the b<ginmag and ending of the Sabbath, rhere are va- 
ricas epprehenſions ab aur it ,, which for brevicy ſake I ſhall omir; che 
Scriprure is plain, rhar from evening, to evening, is che ſer rim or from 
the gomag down of che Sun, ro the gang dowa of the Sun ; this is clear 
from the beginning , Gen. I. $. The evening and the morning was the firff 
dn : evening and morning make a compleat ntrucal day, and the even- 
ng before the morniag, becauſe the darkneſs was ve.ore the light, 

t, 2, 3. 

0h; Bur ſome will ſay it is nor ſaid rhe evening and che morniag was 
the ſeventh day. 

An{w. If the evening and the morning be rhe fixch day , che evening 
and the morning muft needs be rhe fevench day, nnlefs we ſhonld chink 
thar the ſeventh day hath no nigh belonging ro it 3 ſome think thu che 

why no mention ismade of che evening of che ſevench day , is, 
branſe rhe Sabbarh is a dry of joy and defighr, or an earneſt of che new 
Jerfalem ſtare wherein fall be ng night, Rev. 21. 25, Night doch ſre- 
quently in the Scriprure hold forrh a ſtare of afflitign;; bur rhe $abbartr 
5a holy anctified rime,on it the Creatour reſted and was refreſhed,and 
commanded che obſervarion of it that his creatures might be refreſhed. 

Nebemiah's praiſe is ſufficient proofe for che beginning of the Sabbar!1 
a evening, Chap. 13.19. who when rhe gares of Feruſalem began to be 
dark, he commanded rhem to be ſhut rilLafrer the Sabbath. And if you 
would know when the evening begras cHte Evangeliſt doth inform you, 
Mark. 1.32. At even when the Sun did ſet they brought unto bim all that 


Pere diſeaſed, when the Sun doth ſer then begins the evening , _ 
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begins tle holy reſt or ſeventh day Sabbath z and ſo the diſciples 
Chriſt began the Sabbath, and ſo the Lordsancienr people celebrate 
Sabbath unro rhis day. | : 
Bur what confuſion are. they in who ſay the Sabbath was chang 
from the ſeventh day to the firſt day , and yer obſcrve neither but oy 
of the firſt day and parr of the ſecond day , for they begin their 
at midnight when a good part of the firſt day is ſpent , and they endg 
midnight when a good part of the ſecond day is ſpent, and yer they 
have this to he a Sabbath, yea and a firſt day Sabbath , and will hi 
charge a man to be an offender it he work one hour upon the firſtdn 
though themiclves work five 3 and rhus we fee how Antichriſt } 
changed times as well as Laws, Dan.7. 28. a firſt day Sabharh in ſtead gh 
rhe ſeventh day Sabbath, in ſtead of from even to- evening, from mig 
ro midnight, when moſt are taſt aſleep, being inſenſible of rhe begiye 
ning of their Sabbath, or of the ending of ir, 2 
* But bleſſed be the Lord that he hath revealed this his ancient, uſe 
honorable t1uth, to wir,the Holy ſeventh day Sabbath, notwit 
all the inven: ions of Antichriſt to bury it im oblivion, and chat he is 
{cd ro leparate a remnant, that are reſolved to ſearch and try their 
and ro turn unto him,ro follow him in the wayes of his precepts, ( 
withſtanding the dragons wrath, ) who will not take things upcn wil 
ner go upcn the legs of men, bur will try all chings, and hold faſt tht 
which is gocd , for they are virgins, and the Lamb they will follow 
though their company be ſmall and their charges great : they willugt 
be aſraid of rhe Sabbarh becauſe ir was given to the Jews , nomoret 
they are afraid of the Adoprion, and the glory, and the promiſes, ani 
other mine lively Oracles, which were all given to the Jews, ;Row. g.& 
And this I may modeſtly fay to the praiſe of the Lord of the Sabbathaui; 
wichout boaſting, that «f the Saints did know how the Lord delights 
meet with his people in this way of obedience in celebrating the 
barh,thcy would ſoon calf the Sabbath a delight, the Holy of the Lord 
novabie , and honour him by ce afing from their own works, as God di 
from his, and do thoſe works which are ſuteable tor the bleſſed ſealps, 
But I ſhall ſay no more at preient ſave only this , that who everth 
thar would follow the Lord in this appointment of his, rhey muſt labe 
much in the ſtrengrh of his {pirit ro ger this world under them, 
ſtands in dire oppoſition ro earthly men, and earthly principles 
fore pray with the Plalmiſt, Pſal. 119. 35. Incline mine heart wnto thyt® 


fitmones, and net $660 verou ſneſſe. 


